
Kendal  

United Reformed Church 

  December 2019 and January 2020 



Kendal United Reformed Church            

2 
 

 

 

Kendal United Reformed Church 
Highgate, Kendal LA9 4HE 

Web: kendalurc.org.uk 
Church email: kendal.urc@southlakeschurch.org.uk 

 
Minister:     Revd Martyn Coe  

       Sherwood, Fernleigh Road,  
   Grange over Sands LA11 7HN 
                               Tel: 015395 33223    
   Mobile: 07973 359882 
                               Email: unitedchurch@btinternet.com 
 
Pioneer and Development Worker:  
   Lucy Foster 
   Tel: 07939 191717 
   Email: pioneer.kendalurc@protonmail.com 
       
Administrator:   Jenny Andrews 
   The office is based at the Salvation Army, Gillinggate 
   Tel (office): 07487 734495 
   Email: admin.kendalurc@protonmail.com 
 
Secretary:          Sheila Andrews 
                            2 Wakefield Meadow, Sedgwick, Kendal LA8 0JD                      
                            Tel: 015395 61988  
   Email: sheila.andrews5@btinternet.com 
 
Treasurer:  Nick Andrews 
                           2 Wakefield Meadow, Sedgwick, Kendal LA8 0JD                      
                           Tel: 015395 61988 
                           Email: nick.andrews08@btinternet.com 
 
Pastoral:  Please contact your elder, the Church Secretary,  
   or Revd Pam Noonan  
   (01539 724711; pam.noonan@btinternet.com) 
 
Editor:              John Costello 
                          2 Hawesmead Drive, Kendal LA9 5HD 
                          Tel: 01539 730524 
   Email: johnxcostello@btinternet.com  



3 

 December 2019 and January2020 

 

In this issue: 

Minister’s letter      

From Revd Martyn Coe 

 

4 

Boxes of Hope 

Ann Hindle writes about the shoe box appeal 

5 

Diary dates: special events, services and worship leaders 6 

Secretary’s Ramblings 

Sheila Andrews writes 

 

8 

It’s good to be back 

Revd Pam Noonan writes 

 

9 

An invitation 

Details of the Leaving Service for Revd Sarah Moore 

 

9 

Discussion Group 

From Revd Lis Mullen 

 

10 

Update from the Treasurer 

Information from Nick Andrews 

 

10 

Prayer Diary 

Compiled by Joan Radcliffe 

 

11 

Christmas Tree Festival at Kendal Parish Church Back cover 

Alan Oliver 

It is with sadness that we record the death of Alan Oliver on 
26 October.  He and Joan formerly attended Kendal 
URC.  Joan played the organ and conducted the choir of 
which Alan was a member: we remember especially Alan 
singing Gilbert and Sullivan solos. Our thoughts and prayers 
are with Joan and their family at this time.  A service of      
celebration was held at Grange URC on 14 November. 
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Minister’s Letter 

Revd Martyn Coe writes 

The General Election approaches. Lots has been said about 
the timing of the election but I am not aware that anyone 
has mentioned that it is on the feast of Our Lady of          
Guadalupe. I would not have realised either had not my 
electronic diary highlighted it. The basilica in Mexico city is 
the most visited Catholic pilgrimage site in the world. While 
our protestant thinking does not easily accept the idea of visions, the story 
is a good one and inspirational. Mary appears to a poor indigenous man and 
speaks to him in his own language. There is plenty in that story to think 
about: how good it is when faith is shared in language and ways that people                 
understand. The election is held in the week which ends with the reading on 
Sunday being the Magnificat (Luke 1-46-55). 

Mary said: 

 “My soul proclaims your greatness, O God, and my spirit rejoices in you, my 
Saviour. 

For you have looked with favour upon your lowly servant, and from this day 
forward all generations will call me blessed. For you, the Almighty, have 
done great things for me, and holy is your Name.  

Your mercy reaches from age to age for those who fear you. You have shown 
strength with your arm; you have scattered the proud in their conceit; you 
have deposed the mighty from their thrones and raised the lowly to high 
places. You have filled the hungry with good things, while you have sent the 
rich away empty. 

You have come to the aid of Israel your servant, mindful of your mercy—the 
promise you made to our ancestors—to Sarah and Abraham and their de-
scendants forever.” 

(Priests for Equality, “The Inclusive Bible”, Sheed & Ward, Kindle Edition) 

As I was preparing to write this piece I was also looking ahead at our      
readings for Advent and wondered whether there is a challenge for us as we 
prepare to vote. I am sure that no one in Parliament was thinking about 
Mary the mother of Jesus when they set the date of the election, but I want 
to suggest that as you prepare to vote you consider what she said (which is 
a reflection of Old Testament teaching about justice: this is built upon in 
Jesus’s declaration about himself in Luke 4.18). 
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Politicians will tell you lots about why they want your vote and it is not my 
place to tell you which party to vote for (indeed, charity law does not permit 
it); but I would say that with an election just before Christmas, and in a 
week when Mary is celebrated, it is appropriate for all Christians to cast 
their vote in ways which are mindful of the basics of our faith. If someone 
asking for your vote shows nothing of the attributes of God’s ways              
according to Mary and Jesus, then don’t vote for them. 

How might your vote be cast to get elected a local MP and a national        
government that stand up to the proud, listen to the lowly, and put down 
the self-important? Which way of voting is most likely to help stop the   
scandal of so many people needing food banks? Which way of voting is 
most likely to counteract the excessive influence of the rich and powerful? 

I know that, across our churches, members will answer these questions 
differently, because we all look at the world in our own way. What I am   
calling on you to do is to listen to your faith, vote prayerfully, and then pray 
for whoever we have elected to govern that they might have the wisdom 
needed to lead our nations. 

Yours in Christ  

Martyn 

Boxes of Hope 2019 

Ann Hindle writes 

A huge thank you to everyone. Your          
generosity, enthusiasm and support means 
that we have been able to prepare 121     
boxes to send to Romania. 

These boxes went to the warehouse on 15 November to begin their 
journey to the children in the following week.  

We thank Pam Dent for leading our "Shoebox Sunday" worship. It was 
lovely to hear and see about last year's deliveries, made all the better 
by David Ratcliffe who was one of the volunteers. 

Each box is a symbol of your love, so evident in your continued support. 

Thank you and Happy Christmas from the children of Romania. 

Ann 
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 Church Diary 

December    

Sunday 1 10.30 am             Worship, at Abbot Hall Social Centre, led by 

Michael Pickles; followed by Congregational 

Christmas Lunch at Carus Green Golf Club at 

12.15 pm 

Sunday 8 10.30 am Worship, including Communion, at Abbot Hall 

Social Centre, led by Revd Martyn Coe 

Monday 9 7.30 pm Discussion Group, at home of Gill and Peter 

Farrand, 35 Archers Meadow 

Tuesday 10 10.00 am Prayer Shawl Group at Abbot Hall Social Centre 

Wednesday 11 9.30 am Coffee and chat at Abbot Hall Social Centre 

Friday 13 5.00 pm 

 

Mission Partnership afternoon tea at the     

Salvation Army, followed by a Carol Service at 

6.00 pm 

Sunday 15 10.30 am Worship, at Abbot Hall Social Centre, led by 

Judith Bartlett 

Thursday 19 2.00 pm Afternoon Communion in the Parish Church 

(note change of date) 

Friday 20 10.00 am Carol Singing at Oxenholme Station, with      

Mission Community friends 

Sunday 22 10.30 am 

 

Worship, at Abbot Hall  Social Centre, led by 

the Elders 

Wednesday 25 10.00 am Joint Christmas Day Worship at the Salvation 

Army, Gillinggate 

Sunday 29 10.30 am Worship, at Abbot Hall Social Centre, led by 

Lucy Foster 
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January    

Sunday 5 10.30 am 

              

Worship, including Communion, at Abbot 

Hall Social Centre, led by Revd Pam Noonan 

Tuesday 7 10.00 am Prayer Shawl Group at Abbot Hall Social  

Centre 

Wednesday 8 9.30 am Coffee and chat at Abbot Hall Social Centre 

Thursday 9 2.00 pm Afternoon Communion in the Parish Church 

Sunday 12 10.30 am Worship, at Abbot Hall Social Centre, led by 

Brian Stabler; followed by Church Meeting, 

chaired by Revd Pam Noonan 

Monday 13 7.30 pm Discussion Group, at home of Anne and Neil 

Wilson, 12 Thorny Hills 

Sunday 19 10.30 am Worship, at Abbot Hall Social Centre, led by 

Revd Chris Taylor (CTiK pulpit exchange) 

Sunday 26 10.30 am Worship, at the Salvation Army, Gillinggate, 

led by Revd Martyn Coe, followed by Jacob’s 

Join Lunch 

February    

Sunday 2 10.30 am Worship, including Communion, at  Abbot 

Hall Social Centre, led by Revd Pam Noonan 

and Lucy Foster 

Thank you to all who have contributed to this magazine. 

Please let me have any material for the next issue by       

Monday 13 January.  

John Costello 
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Secretary’s Ramblings 

Our two coffee mornings in October and  November raised 
funds for Papyrus and for Action Aid. We have had a good 
turnout at these coffee mornings and it’s lovely to see that      
people from our local community are joining in with us at 
these events.  During December and January, we will just 
be having a coffee and chat session, rather than supporting 
a chosen charity. But please come along on 11 December and 8 January to 
have a coffee and meet up with friends. 

Our December morning Communion Service will be on the second Sunday in 
the month (8 December) rather than the first Sunday. On Christmas Day, we 
will be joining our friends at the Salvation Army for a joint Worship Service. 

At our Annual Church Meeting in October we thanked Anne Handley as she 
stood down from the Eldership after many years and welcomed a new     
elder, Liz Goodwin.  We also appointed an Assistant Secretary, Anne        
Morrison.  Anne Wilson was thanked for being our examiner of accounts for 
several years.  This job will now be undertaken by Geoff Sykes from Carver 
Church. 

Please go along to the Parish Church and have a look at the Charity       
Christmas Trees displayed there during December. We have sponsored a 
tree for the first time and have decided to support the Lighthouse           
Community Mental Health Hub. 

You will see from reports elsewhere in this magazine that our                     
redevelopment plans have finally kicked off and we have gone out to        
tender.  The sale is hopefully progressing well, and we are just waiting for 
the Council Planning Department to give their seal of approval to our        
purchaser’s plans for the church.  We can then exchange contracts and   
complete the sale.  The old caretaker’s flat is having urgent repair work 
done and then we will be letting it out, employing a local estate agent to 
handle this for us. 

It has been good to see Pam Noonan return after her three-month             
sabbatical.  We are lucky to have two retired ministers in our congregation, 
Pam, and Lis Mullen.  I’m sure we will be using their wealth of knowledge 
and many talents during the coming year. 

Happy Christmas to you all and a peaceful New Year. 

Sheila Andrews 
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It`s good to be back 

Revd Pam Noonan writes 

It is hard to believe that my three-month sabbatical is 
over and I am back amongst you once again, the same 
person but no longer your non-stipendiary minister. As 
such, I thought it would be helpful to remind you what 
Martyn and our elders have agreed what my role should 
be. 

Since the role of convening the Sale and Redevelopment 
Group is substantial, I have agreed to co-convene this along with Nick who 
has invested a considerable amount of his time and energy into making our     
vision for the future a reality. 

I am personally delighted to see Lucy settle in and make her mark amongst 
us. I am part of her Support and Strategy Group. 

I will be leading Sunday worship on a regular basis, normally once a month 
and taking my turn leading the Midweek Communion Service. 

I have also been asked to be available to offer pastoral support to members 
of our congregation and Home Communions for those no longer able to 
attend worship. 

Apart from the above, I will be doing what we all seek to do, as we are able, 
to help with the day to day tasks associated with the life of our                  
congregation, with her worship and outreach. 

It is really is good to be back amongst you all again. 

Pam 

Invitation 

You are cordially invited to join Revd Sarah Moore  

for her leaving service at Penrith URC 

on Sunday 15 December 2019, beginning at 3.00 pm. 

The service will be followed by light refreshments. 

RSVP by 30 November to pdent123@btinternet.com 

Hope to see you there. 

mailto:pdent123@btinternet.com
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Discussion Group 

From Revd Lis Mullen 

You are all invited to join us for an 
evening of discussion around a 
Bible verse from ‘Chapter and 
Verse’ in Reform Magazine. 

The next meeting is on                   
9 December at 7.30 pm and will 
be held at the home of Peter and 
Gill Farrand, 35 Archers Meadow, 
Kendal LA9 7DY. We will be       
discussing Luke 2:2 and the reflection by Roberta Rominger – a copy of 
which I will provide. 

Our meeting on 13 January will be held at the home of Neil and Anne       
Wilson, 12 Thorny Hills, Kendal LA9 7AL and we will be discussing Mark 1:1 
and the reflection written by Lawrence Moore. 

We are enjoying lively debate and you would be most welcome to join us. 

Love 

Lis 

Update from the Treasurer 

We have received details of our Ministry and Mission Assessment 
for 2020. This is £30,480, and equates to £412 per member and    
regular attender. If you pay monthly it's the equivalent of almost 
£35, and weekly it's almost £8. Please consider prayerfully whether 
you're in a position to increase your freewill giving. If you need a 
new standing order form please see me. 

The sale of the church building is proceeding, and we are making 
arrangements to clear out unwanted items in anticipation of this. 

We have gone to tender on the redevelopment, and hope to be able 
to pick a contractor at the end of November, with a view to getting 
some work started. We will be moving into store the things that we 
want to keep.  

Nick Andrews 
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A Prayer Diary for December and January 

(contributed by Joan Ratcliffe) 

Week beginning 1 December 

The Christmas Tree Festival in the Parish Church will 
be open throughout December. We pray for the work 
of all the charities represented there. 

8 December 

Pray for all the people involved in the continuing 
work of the night shelter. 

15 December 

We think of children taking part in Nativity plays and for those who will 
watch them, praying that the real reason for Christmas celebrations may 
make an impact on them. 

22 December 

As we give and receive cards and gifts, we thank God for his gift to us on 
that first Christmas Day. 

29 December 

We give thanks for the year that is gone, and pray that our faith may be 
strengthened as we face whatever the new year brings. 

5 January 

These words from a hymn come to mind: “Look to the future and face it 
without fear: a mighty God has promised to be near”. We thank God for his 
promise to us. 

12 January 

We pray for all who live alone or experience loneliness in other ways. 

19 January 

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity has a focus on Acts 28: 2. “They 
showed us unusual kindness”. 

26 January 

We pray for those who are training for the Ministry, that they will know 
God’s strength and guidance in all they strive to do in his name. 




