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Minister’s Letter 

Revd Martyn Coe writes 

One of the important things about URC General     

Assembly is that it is not just formal business. The 

other week in Nottingham, our morning Bible Studies 

were all about people traveling in the Old Testament. 

We explored what the story was about and what the 

story would have meant to those who read it and 

heard it in ancient times, and we were invited to 

draw our own reflections about what this story might 

mean to us. 

Many tales in the Old Testament are about travel: you may know some of 

them featuring Abraham, Moses, Jacob and Ruth. Sometimes the people of 

God set out as a group, sometimes as families, and sometimes as               

individuals. Numerous reasons are given for the travel: sometimes it is to 

get away, from famine, enemies or despotic leaders; at other times it is    

towards something – food, a homeland, or return from exile. Sometimes an 

individual was called to go to the national and religious leadership and risk 

all by telling truth to power. 

Whatever the reason, God was with God’s people. It was at these times of 

challenge and change that the people became most aware of the presence 

of God, most aware of their need of God, and most open to God’s calling to 

them. 

It seems to me that our churches face times of challenge and travel, and I 

hope that within this we too will hear the calling of God and know God’s 

presence with us. 

In Sedbergh, the ending of URC presence in the Western Dales opens up a 

different journey in the company of Methodists. 

In Grange, we stand at the beginning of a journey, ready to go and yet with 

some trepidation. It would be easier to stay as we are, and yet we know 

that the present situation cannot last, so we must go onward towards a  

future that we can’t quite see. 
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In Kendal the journey is not just metaphorical: soon we will be out of our 

buildings for 9 - 10 months, as a new homeland is constructed for us. We 

look to arrive in that new land with all its opportunities but with a tinge of 

sadness that it won’t be like the place we left. 

In Windermere we wonder what the future holds. Working alongside the 

URC Windermere Centre was important to us and was the conclusion of a 

previous journey. The Centre has closed and we seek to build new            

relationships with the other churches so that together we can make new 

disciples on a new journey. We listen for God’s calling to us for our next 

journey. 

It strikes me that whenever things seemed too comfortable God disturbed 

the people, or they had to be disturbed because being comfortable led 

them to be complacent and to do things that were convivial rather than the 

things God was calling on them to do. It is in the travelling that we depend 

most on God and on one another. Whatever the next phase of our journeys 

brings, let us face it prayerfully, boldly, with love for one another and the 

hope that we will find more people to share the journey with as we share 

our faith with those we meet. 

Martyn 

Discussion Group 

How time flies! The Discussion Group will start again in September. We   

normally meet on the third Wednesday evening of the month, but     

because of a meeting about Missional Partnerships that we are all       

encouraged to attend, we are meeting   

• on Wednesday 12 September from 7.00  to 8.30 pm   

• at 6 Swallow Close. (Please park on Valley Drive) 

We will be discussing a book entitled “Fruitfulness on the Frontline” 

helping us to focus on what it means to be a follower of Jesus today. 

Books will be available at the beginning of September. Last session we 

enjoyed interesting discussions. You do not need to be an expert to 

come, just willing to share your thoughts. Hope to see you there. 

Pam 
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Secretary’s Ramblings 

We held our Church Meeting on 15 July and have also 
had two Elders’ Meetings in July to cover all the         
necessary business.  So here is a summary of most of the 
items that came up at the Church Meeting. 
• We were advised by our Solicitors that the two car 

park spaces should be sold along with the church 
and main hall, rather than leased.  The Church Meeting agreed with this 
proposal and a resolution was passed. 

• The Church Meeting agreed to send a form to the Listed Buildings       
Advisory Committee for permission to remove the War Memorials 
placed on the western wall of the Church prior to the sale of the church.   

• The Church Meeting approved the redevelopment plans, which had 
been explained by our architect Mr Paul Grout at a meeting on 7 July. 

• The detailed cost plan was summarised by the Treasurer, the total cost 
of which came to £435K.  The members agreed that we should go back 
to the architect with a view to reviewing the plan to a maximum cost of 
£380K. 

• The location of Sunday Services during the redevelopment phase was 
discussed.  Three options were put to church members: to worship at 
Abbot Hall Social Centre at our usual Sunday service time, to worship in 
the Salvation Army Church but in the afternoon, or to join in with the 
service at Stricklandgate Methodist Church.  After a paper vote the    
results were 30 for Abbot Hall, 4 for Stricklandgate Methodist Church 
and 1 for the Salvation Army.  We will therefore be using the Abbot Hall 
Social Centre on a Sunday, probably from October, but this will be     
confirmed once we have definite details about the sale and                  
redevelopment. 

• We have formally started the three months’ notice period for the     
caretaker, and he will be leaving our employment and the flat on 6     
October 2018. 

• We have agreed to support the Winter Shelter this year by pairing up 
with the shelter being run each Monday night at the Salvation Army.  
This may be by personnel, or by donation of money and/or food. We 
will wait and see what is required. 

• The Elders are working on the new Good Data Protection Practice and 
further details will follow as to how this will affect the church. 
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• The Elders have been looking to employ a Lay Pastor/Development 
Worker for when our Non-Stipendiary Minister (Pam) retires next July.  
Hopefully this will be a joint venture with Carver Uniting Church. 

• We are holding a Thanksgiving Service in the Church on Sunday 12     
August at 3pm. This will not be the last service in the Church: that date 
has yet to be decided. 

• We have been keeping property maintenance down to the essentials. 
• Both the Church Meeting and the Elders’ Meeting thanked all those 

people who have been so involved in the clearing out process. 

Sheila Andrews 

Sunday Worship Venue 

The July Church Meeting voted to hold our Sunday Worship at Abbot 
Hall Social Centre once the church and main hall were no longer        
available to us.  At the time of writing this article we are not exactly 
sure when the sale of church and main hall will be completed:         
hopefully, this will happen by the end of August, but of course this date 
might slip.  Once the sale is completed we can go to tender for the   
redevelopment of the Lecture Hall and 106, and hopefully this work 
can start in October. 

We are, however, preparing to leave the site and have made bookings 
with Abbot Hall Social Centre.  Not every Sunday morning is available 
there, and we are also going to continue our joint services with     
Stricklandgate Methodist Church on the last Sunday in the month.  We 
will keep you all informed as much as possible, by our website,         
messages on our noticeboard and  giving out information sheets.  You 
will see from the diary that our first proposed Sunday at Abbot Hall will 
be our Harvest Service on 16 September. We will be holding our August 
and September Charity Coffee Mornings in the Lecture Hall but after 
that we will hopefully be able to have a coffee/cake/chat monthly 
meeting at Abbot Hall Social Centre.  We are also working out where 
some of our groups can carry on meeting, and again information will be 
given as soon as it becomes available.  Please note that some dates and 
venues may vary. In the meantime, if you have any questions or      
queries please do speak to me or Pam or your elder. 

Sheila 
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Clean water, decent toilets and 
good hygiene are basic human 
rights. They should be a normal part 
of daily life for everyone,               

everywhere – but they aren't. That's why we're here. 
With the help of amazing people like you, we're working with our partners 
in some of the toughest places in the world. Together, we've already 
reached millions of people with these three essentials, enabling entire 
communities to unlock their potential, break free from poverty and    
change their lives for good. 
And while installing taps and toilets is essential to our work, we do so 
much more. We convince governments to change laws, link policy makers 
with people on the ground, pool knowledge and resources and rally      
support from people and organisations around the world, making lasting 
change happen on a massive scale. 

Church Diary  

August    

Wednesday 1 9.30 am Coffee Morning in the Lecture Hall, in aid of 

Air Ambulance charities 

Sunday 5 10.30 am 

 

Worship with Communion, in the Church, led 

by Revd Pam Noonan 

Monday 6 7.00 pm Elders’ Meeting 

Tuesday 7 10.00 am Prayer Shawl Group in the Lecture Hall 

Thursday 9 2.30 pm Afternoon Communion in the Lecture Hall 

followed by tea/coffee and chat 

Sunday 12 10.30 am 

 

3.00 pm 

Worship in the Church, led by Revd Pam 

Noonan 

Thanksgiving Service in the Church 

Sunday 19 10.30 am Worship in the Lecture Hall, led by Revd 

Martyn Coe 

Sunday 24 10.30 am Joint Worship at Stricklandgate Methodist 

Church 
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September    

Sunday 2 10.30 am Worship with Communion, in the Lecture 

Hall, led by Revd Martyn Coe 

Monday 3 7.00 pm Elders’ Meeting 

Tuesday 4 10.00 am Prayer Shawl Group in the Lecture Hall 

Wednesday 5 9.30 am Coffee Morning in the Lecture Hall, in aid of 

WaterAid 

Sunday 9 10.30 am Worship in the Lecture Hall, led by Revd Pam 

Noonan 

Wednesday 12 7.00 pm Discussion Group at 6 Swallow Close 

(Please park on Valley Drive) 

Thursday 13 2.30 pm Afternoon Communion in the Lecture Hall 

followed by tea/coffee and chat 

Sunday 16 10.30 am Harvest Worship in Abbot Hall Social Centre, 

led by Revd  Pam Noonan 

Wednesday 19 6.30 for 

7.00 pm 

Cumbria Area Meeting at Penrith United  

Reformed Church - Missional Partnership 

Sunday 23 10.30 am Worship in Abbot Hall Social Centre, led by 

Revd Brenda Willis 

Sunday 30 10.30 am Joint Worship at  Stricklandgate Methodist 

Church, led by Revd Pam Noonan, with choir 

from Rinteln 

From the editor: 
Thank you again to all who have contributed to this magazine. All    
contributions are welcome—news of events, reflections on current 
concerns, prayers, photographs or any items which might be of         
Interest to church members. Please let me have any material for the 
next issue by Monday 17 September.  
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Around the South Lakes Group 

from Revd Martyn Coe 

Carver Uniting Church 

The church has appointed an administrative worker. She will be employed 

for twelve hours a week.  

On 17 November, we will “Walk through the Old Testament”. This is a day 

event, looking in a fun way at how the Old Testament fits together, enabling 

us to see the big picture. 

Sedbergh  

The URC and Methodist Churches have been working together as             

Cornerstone Community Church. The churches have now decided not to 

pursue a formal uniting process, but that the Methodist Church will extend 

an ecumenical welcome to the URC members. The formal closure of URC 

work in Sedbergh will take place on 6 October 

Grange  

As the URC and Methodist churches work towards uniting, they look        

forward to a report by the architect which will show possibilities for the use 

of the two buildings. They are hoping to make key decisions this autumn  

Churches working together 

On Wednesday 19 September, there is to be a URC Cumbria Area Meeting 

at 6.30 pm in Penrith. The North West Synod is changing the way ministers 

are used across areas, and the intention is that all our churches and         

ministers will be linked. Our mission emphasis will remain local and           

focussed through Mission Communities. This roadshow will help us to       

explore with Synod officers how we can make this work well in Cumbria. 

Anyone connected with the church is welcome to attend this meeting. 

Elders’ development 

On 3 November all elders are encouraged to come to Carver to develop 

their understanding of how they are responsible as trustees and for        

safeguarding matters. This will be a day of encouragement and seeking ways 

of meeting our legal responsibilities without making things harder than they 

need be. 

Martyn 
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Revd Pam Noonan writes: 

Missional Partnerships 

It is not only Kendal URC that is in the midst of change 

but the whole denomination.  

With the shortage of ministers, a great deal of thought 

has gone into how best to use the resources we have. 

With that in mind, many Synods have already            

embraced the idea of “Missional Partnerships”. 

Within our Synod, Cumbria is yet to do so. Conscious that we are already 

working with our ecumenical colleagues through “God for All”, the Synod 

have arranged a roadshow to be held: 

• on Wednesday 19 September from 7.00 to 9.00 pm 

• at Penrith URC, with refreshments being available from 6.30 pm. 

This meeting will help us understand how stipendiary ministers will be     

allocated in the future.  

It is a meeting not to be missed, as it affects us. 

If you would like transport, please speak to Sheila or me. 

Mission Community Lunch 

Sitting at a meeting, someone said “It is all very well talking about Mission 

Communities, but the congregations do not know one another.” 

We all agreed and so the idea of “The Big Lunch” was born. 

It is for all those who attend the various churches in our developing Mission 

Community – Kendal Parish Church, St. Paul`s Natland, the Salvation Army 

and ourselves. 

It is on Sunday 14 October at the Salvation Army at 12.30 pm. 

It will be a Jacob`s Join, eating and sharing together, with perhaps some 

hymn singing. 

Do plan to come and meet some others who will be part of our Mission 

Community. 

Pam 
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Thankyou so much for the 

amazing response to bringing 

Christmas forward! 

So many people have gathered 

gifts, wrapped boxes, sewn, 

knitted and shopped. Many of 

you have donated money so 

that I can shop on your behalf. 

I must also thank those who 

have given towards transport costs. Thanks to an especially generous       

donation, we now have sufficient funds to cover transporting the boxes to 

Romania. 

We also mention our caretaker, Andy, for his work behind the scenes and in 

making “Shoebox Sunday” so enjoyable. 

We are looking forward to packing our boxes on 29 July and then sending 

them off in November to the warehouse. 

Thank you and Happy Christmas from the children of Romania. 

Ann Hindle 

Thank you 

Gwrhyd and Jean Lewis and Alvene and John Costello would like to 

thank all at Kendal URC for their support while Gwrhyd has been in 

hospital. People have been especially generous in their willingness to 

offer lifts to Jean, to and from Lancaster. We understand how much 

of a commitment and how time-consuming this is; and we are very 

grateful. 

Fortunately, Gwrhyd is making good progress towards recovery; so 

thank you all for your practical help and for your prayers. 

Gwrhyd, Jean, Alvene and John 
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A Prayer Diary for June and July (contributed by Joan Ratcliffe) 

Week beginning 5 August 

We continue to think about the gifts of the Spirit, 

found in Galatians 5: 22—23. This week we              

concentrate on the gift of kindness. 

12 August 

The final service of worship will be held in our       

beautiful church. In the words of an old hymn, let us 

“thank God for all that is past and trust him for all that 

is to come”. 

19 August 

As many young people receive GCSE and A-level results, we pray for them as 

they make important decisions about their future. 

26 August 

Pray for our leaders and elders as they guide us through the coming weeks 

and months. 

2 September 

In Galatians 5: 22—23, we read: “The Spirit produces love, joy, peace,      

patience, kindness, goodness …” We think about this sixth gift, of goodness. 

9 September 

Pray for people around the world whose lives have been turned upside 

down as a result of natural disasters.  

16 September Harvest Festival Service 

Thank God that we never go hungry, and pray for the work of local food 

banks. 

23 September 

We remember our administrator, Joachim Greiling, in our prayers this week. 

30 September 

Faithfulness is the seventh gift of the Spirit recorded in Galatians 5: 22—23. 

“What a faithful God we have”, says the modern hymn. Pray that we may be 

faithful  in all we strive to do. 
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Postage Stamps 

Rita Hogarth writes 

I have been encouraged by Pauline Goodridge to 

put pen to paper. She wrote about button        

collecting in the Spring Church magazine and 

thought I should write about my involvement in 

stamp trimming. 

I had always brought stamps to our Church Stamp 

Box, but when emptying the loft in the house we had lived in for nearly 60 

years, because we were moving to a small apartment, I was surprised to 

find large boxes of postage stamps, from Alan's home, from my parents' 

home, as well as from our  business, when parcels had a row of stamps on 

them and every envelope had a stamp.  Now, I believe, only one in ten 

items of mail has a stamp; the others are franked. 

I realised there were too many stamps to put in our Church Stamp Box 

which John Warner managed, so I wrote an invitation for people to come to 

Wainwright Court to trim stamps in our Function Room and have               

refreshments, on a November date.  I soon realized I'd chosen a bad date 

when the two Annes I felt I could rely on, were to be singing in the Royal 

Albert Hall in London and Marie and Edward had a special train event.    

However, the event was well supported by Wainwright Court homeowners 

and a few Church members.  I remember Revd Pam Noonan saying on the 

following Sunday, in her members' news, how much her husband had      

enjoyed the refreshments from the Stamp Trimming day, brought home for 

him in a “doggy bag”.  She said this after thanking us and John Warner, for             

organising the event, of course. 

Alan and I have organised four stamp trimming afternoons since we came to 

live here, and John Warner and his friend, Rita Newby, came to every one 

except the last one, because John sadly passed away on Easter Sunday, just 

two weeks after one of our events.  We had a letter from him thanking us 

and stating we had trimmed 4000 stamps in one session.  They were all  

sorted to go abroad for sale; most of ours are bought by Americans.  They 

like our 2nd class blue stamps, hoping to find an imperfect one.  
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Last year, he wrote, a quarter of a million pounds was raised from stamps in 

the North West of England.  The money goes to Nepal to help find a cure or 

treat leprosy which is prevalent in Nepal.  John's letter was put on our                

noticeboard. 

We are very pleased to know that Muriel Wilkinson is taking on John's job.  

Rita Newby came to a stamp trimming session, to carry on John's good 

work, as well as Neil Wilson.  The conversations over working revealed to all 

that Neil and Rita are both descendants of renowned people.   

Our next trimming event is likely to be in November.  If you can trim your 

own stamps, please leave a one-quarter inch  (6 mm) border around the 

stamps. 

Rita 

We are holding a 

Thanksgiving 

Service 

for Kendal URC church building 

on Sunday 12 August 2018 at 3.00 pm 

followed by refreshments 

Please come and join us and invite     

family and friends to this thanksgiving 

service as we mark an important step in 

our congregation`s journey. 




