The Manse

Dear Friends,

Holy Days ............ Holidays ............ Vacations ..........

These three words/phrases can essentially mean the same thing. In the eyes of many members of the population there is no difference between them. But are they the same?

Holy Days are days set aside by the church and other faith communities to reflect on a particular aspect of their faith. In our tradition we really only have three times when we do this – Christmas, Easter and Pentecost. But other Christian communities also add in other times of the year and have special times on particular Saints’ Days – our brothers and sisters in Germany have not only a Holy Day but a holiday on Ascension Day. And I remember as a child when our Catholic brothers and sister had ‘Holy Days of Obligation’ when they were supposed to attend church.

In the wider community our three Holy Days are also Holidays – although the Pentecost/Whitsun holiday is rarely actually linked with the festival these days. Why? Because they are Bank Holidays – a time when the secular world can celebrate the closing of what was once their ‘god’ centres. Holidays they may be but they certainly aren’t Holydays. There is often little time for reflection on a Bank Holiday. Indeed they can be amongst the busiest days of the year.

When we take our annual holiday(s) – usually called Vacations in other English speaking parts of the world – we do find ourselves more in a Holy Day set up. It is then that we often have the time to reflect on our lives. In the next month or so – if we are to believe the media – our town and surrounding countryside will become a bit of a ‘Mecca’ (oddly enough a Holy Place for one of the world’s major religions) for people having their annual vacation. My prayer is that we can help them to have that period of reflection so they can return to their own communities refreshed and ready to make a new contribution to those communities.

Your friend and servant in Christ,

Dave  
