Kendal United Reformed Church

 

Sunday April 12 2009, 10.30

 

Welcome, Notices & Entry of the Bible

Church Secretary

 

Call to Worship 

Gathered now on this Easter morning, we join our voices with the whole Church, across the world and across time, as we proclaim: Christ has risen!



He is risen indeed, Alleluia!
Hymn:
RS: 232: Christ the Lord is risen today

 

Prayers 

 

Family Time

 

Hymn:
RS: 234: Alleluia, alleluia give thanks to the risen Lord

 

Offering

 

Church Family News, Birthdays, Welcome to Visitors

 

Prayer for Church Family

Lord, we thank you for our time together here today

As members of your family, young and old.

As we leave each other for a time to learn more about you

In Sunday Club and in church,

We pray that we may listen to your word to us,

Learn more about your way for us,

And come to love you more and more.

Amen.

May you listen, learn and love God more
 

Young people leave for own worship time: ‘The Lord be with you’
 

Hymn:
RS: 243: Now the green blade rises

 

Bible Reading(s):
Psalm 118:1-2 & 14-24
Rhona Robertson





Mark 16:1-8


Barry Barnes

 

Quiet time for Reflection
 

Item:
Church Triumphant ever reigning

Choir
You are invited to join in singing verse 4

 

Sermon:

Covenant fulfilled
 

Today is the church’s great festival day. It is a day for celebration. But it was a day, we see from our gospel passage, in which the disciples experienced a transforming combination of fear and excitement. So perhaps we should not be surprised if our own resurrection faith proves equally stretching.

 

In Mark’s account of the first discovery of Jesus’ resurrection, the women who had gone to anoint his body with spices, had an experience which was characterised as a heady mixture of both fear for their lives, and adrenalin-fuelled excitement. 

 

As they walked, possibly from Bethany, they were afraid that their journey would be in vain—would they be able to move the stone they knew had been placed in front of the tomb. And they also know that they were in great danger—the Jewish authorities would be anticipating an attempt to remove the body.

 

But when they arrived at the tomb they found it was already open. No doubt they saw more fear that they would be implicated in the scene of a crime. And in common with most people who have the same experience, they were terrified by the presence of the angelic figure speaking to them in the tomb. But even although they had been told to go and tell Peter and the other disciples, they made their escape as furtively as possible, initially too afraid to tell anyone what they had experience, just in case they were thought to be guilty or lying.

 

When we take time to reflect on our own exciting and life-changing experiences, we often realised they are the outcome of risky and frightening challenges. Take a few moments to think about your own exciting life-changing experiences ... Perhaps this knowledge of the early disciples experiences will help to inform our own view of journeying as Jesus’ disciples today.

 

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if others saw us as a community of people who are prepared to stick our necks out for others. We should be a people who are prepared to run the risk of being ridiculed and sidelined for the sake of living our Jesus’ call to justice and compassion.

 

Our gospel passage describes one of the key moments of the gospel story. But it’s intriguing that such earth shattering news should be entrusted to characters who represent those in society that are afforded the least authority. The news was entrusted to a group of ordinary grieving women and a young person.

 

It is satisfying to see the consistency between this and Jesus’ teaching. Here at this most important point in our faith, we still see Jesus turning the world upside down. Throughout the gospels we have accounts of Jesus doing just that. As a Jew he was prepared not only to speak to a Samaritan but a Samaritan woman. He frequently ate with those whom society thought to be inappropriate. He took a child and told those around them that they had to be like a child to enter the kingdom of God.

 

Despite our tradition having had women ministers for almost a century, there are still churches who will think twice about calling one. Young people are sometimes not given an equal part in the life of our fellowships—they are often thought unable to know what it’s like to be a Christian because they are too young.

 

The young man gave the women the first instruction to the newly formed community of the resurrection—’Go home!’ He tells them that the risen Jesus (of Nazareth) is going ahead to Galilee where He will meet with His disciples. In other words He won’t be found in the Temple. He won’t be found in the corridors of power or amidst the fevered excitement of the streets of Jerusalem. 

 

The risen Jesus would be found in the provincial countryside— from the very place the disciples have come. The other gospels tell us of how the risen Jesus came to His disciples in their everyday lives. As they made their way home. As they fished. The risen Jesus meets us too in our everyday lives. He meets us in our schools, at work, in the shops, in the countryside. He meets is in the realities of where we are, among the people and issues that forms us.

 

Let us pray...

 

Lord Jesus Christ, thank you for your promise

To be with us always—even until the end of time.

Help us to remember your promise

When we are fearful or unsure

About whether we are brave enough to be your disciples.

Help us to remember always that you were raised from the tomb,

And that the first people to know this

Were ordinary people like ourselves who didn’t feel very brave.

Give us courage to speak and act faithfully, lovingly and fairly

In the places where we live and work,

This Easter week and always. 



Amen.

 

Prayers of Intercession

 

Invitation to Communion

 

Hymn:
Sheet: Halle, Halle, Halle

 

Celebration of Communion

 

Hymn:
RS: 247 (i): Thine be the glory

 

Blessing/Grace
Let us go with joy,
and with courage to love and serve the risen Lord.
The Lord is risen.


He is risen indeed, Alleluia!
 

Call to worship, prayer post sermon and sending out prayer taken from www.rootsontheweb.com 

(c) Roots for Churches Ltd 2008

 

