Kendal United Reformed Church

 

Sunday June 14 2009, 10.30

 

Welcome, Notices & Entry of the Bible

Church Secretary

 

Call to Worship 

 

Hymn:
RS: 47: O worship the king

 

Prayers 

 

Family Time

 

Hymn:
Who put the colours in the rainbow

 

Offering

 

Church Family News, Birthdays, Welcome to Visitors

 

Prayer for Church Family

Lord, we thank you for our time together here today

As members of your family, young and old.

As we leave each other for a time to learn more about you

In Sunday Club and in church,

We pray that we may listen to your word to us,

Learn more about your way for us,

And come to love you more and more.

Amen.

May you listen, learn and love God more
 

Young people leave for own worship time: ‘The Lord be with you’
 

Hymn:
RS: 629: Make me a channel of your peace

 

Bible Reading(s):
Genesis 1:1-2-4

Ellie & Ben Moore




Matthew 2531-46

Robert Whyte

 

Quiet time for Reflection
 

Sermon:
The Legacy of Calvin—Social justice & respect for creation


 

 As we began to see last Sunday, there doesn’t appear to be very much that is new in the world. Even 500 years ago church unity was important to John Calvin. And today we will see that Calvin thought social justice and respect for God’s creation were important too.

 

The call to social justice is a recurring theme in Calvin’s writings—especially in his sermons and his actions in Geneva. At the same time, he consistently praised the beauty of God’s creation. The created world is like a theatre reflecting God’s glory. Just as we take enjoyment from going to the theatre—so to are we invited to enjoy God’s generosity. 

 

He has provided largely what is required for life—didn't we hear that in the passage Ben & Ellie read from the book of Genesis “I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.”

 

God’s gifts are meant to be shared to serve the needs of all—that too is reflected in the passage Robert read from Matthew’s gospel. “I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink,”

 

Since everything is precious in God’s sight, creation needs to be treated with care. Wasting or polluting the environment is an offence to the Creator.

 

In a sermon on the harmony of the gospels, Calvin argued that God could very well give each person plenty so that no one would need from anybody else. However, God wants to test the love and fellowship we have for each other—how we communicate with each other as He commands us to do. In other words, the rich should not be like the wild beasts eating and gobbling up the poor, sucking their blood and substance as they do so. Rather they should help them and always look on them with fairness.

 

Calvin suggests that otherwise they are like murderers if they see their neighbours wasting away. They are like murderers if they fail to open their hands to help them. And if we fail to help others then as Jesus said, we have failed to help Him.

 

In his commentary on the five books of Moses, Calvin argues that a fair distribution can become reality if the rich do not greedily swallow up whatsoever they can get together. That fair distribution is possible if the rich do not rake up on every side what belongs to others to satisfy their greed. It is possible if they do not gorge themselves upon the hunger and want of the poor. 

 

In a word, if they do not accumulate great stockpiles but are liberal in sharing it out; if they are not too anxious or troubled about the future—and interestingly in these hard economic times, especially that their wealth should suffer. Calvin argues that we should ready to endure poverty, not glorifying in our abundance, but resting in the bounty given to us by God the Father. 

 

In the same commentary, Calvin writes, whoever owns a piece of land, should harvest the fruits in such a way that the soil does not suffer any damage. He should leave the land to his children and their children in the same state as he received it—not even making any improvements to it. He should enjoy the revenue of the land in such a way that it does not serve luxury nor become marred or ruined by neglect.

 

Even more, let us be guided by a sense of responsibility and respect towards all the good things God provides us with. In that way each on of us will consider ourselves for the things we own as God’s steward. By following this line—by each of us being responsible stewards of God’s creation—no one will behave immoderately and destroy what God wants to preserve through misuse.

 

Calvin wrote these things 4-500 years ago. Today we are becoming more and more aware that the resources of this plant are limited. It has become increasingly apparent that technological and industrial development are causing irreversible damage to the environment. Soil, water and the atmosphere suffer from pollution. The way the world is going seems to be unsustainable. The available resources need to be shard equally so that together we ensure that future generations will not be deprived of the resources and opportunities planet earth  offers.

 

I’d like to share with you some words of the Accra Confession developed by the World Alliance of Reformed Churches 24th general Council in 2004. Words which help us to understand God’s demands in the area of justice in the economy and taking care of creation. Words which are consistent with Calvin’s legacy to us and help us to clearly identify what contradicts God’s intensions for us as we share the world’s resources and serve as stewards of God’s creation.

 

Hymn:
RS: 625: God of freedom

 

Prayers of Intercession

 

Hymn:
RS: 117: O Lord my God when I in awesome wonder

 

Blessing/Grace
 

 

 

