Kendal United Reformed Church

 

Sunday July 12 2009, 10.30

 

Welcome, Notices & Entry of the Bible

Church Secretary

 

Call to Worship 

 

Hymn:
Sing to God whose loving mercy

 

Prayers 

 

Family Time
Baptism of Charlie Keene

(Sing RS: 420: The Lord bless you and keep you)

 

The Lord is here.

His Spirit is with us.

Jesus Christ came that we might have life

and have it in all its fullness.

 

In John’s Gospel we read that Jesus said to Nicodemus:

‘no one can enter the kingdom of God

without being born of water and Spirit.’



John 3:5
 

God loves us even before we come to love God ourselves. Though we cannot understand such love, God invites us in baptism to accept it with the openness and trust of a child. In the waters of baptism, God sets us as a seal upon his heart, for his love in Christ is stronger than death. Christ’s journey from death to resurrection is the pattern of our lives, in union with him. Jesus himself was baptized by John in the Jordan. His baptism found fulfilment in the cross, where he

gave himself for the life of the world.

 

Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.’ 







Acts 2:38-39

 

Whether we are children or adults, baptism marks the beginning of our lives as Christians and as members of the Church. In baptism we are called to take up the Cross and follow Christ in the company of all God’s people from all times and places. Because we cannot do this without help, we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, to enable us to live as God’s people and to serve God’s purposes in the world.

We acknowledge one baptism, in obedience to Christ. 

 

After his rising from the dead, Jesus said to his disciples:

 

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.

 

The Lord says:

See, I am making all things new.


Revelation 21:5a
 

Paul says:

If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation.
 2 Corinthians 5:17

 

To the parent(s) or those bringing the child to be baptized

 

Daniel and Debbie, you have come for the baptism of Charlie

in response to the call of Christ

and the leading of the Holy Spirit.

Let us hear that you confess your faith in Christ.

 

Do you believe and trust in one God,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

maker of heaven and earth,

giver of life, redeemer of the world?




I/We do.

 

The minister may pour water into the font or baptistery.

 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation.

In your goodness you give us water

to sustain our life and renew the earth.

May it be for Charlie the water of new birth.

Blessed be God forever.

Gracious God, we thank you for your love in all creation,

especially for the gift of water,

to sustain, refresh and cleanse all life.

In the beginning you moved over the waters

and to a formless void brought light and life.

You led your people through the waters of the sea

from slavery to freedom in a land of promise.

Your Son was baptized by John in the waters of the Jordan.

You sent your Spirit upon him.

He fulfilled his baptism upon the cross

and was raised from the dead that we might have eternal life.

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this water,

that Charlie, being born anew of water and the Spirit,

may remain for ever in the number of your faithful children,

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

to whom with the Father and the Holy Spirit

be all honour and glory, now and forever.


Amen.

 

Charlie Daniel, I baptize you in the name of the Father, the Son

and the Holy Spirit.






Amen.

 

The minister may make the sign of the Cross on the forehead of

the newly-baptized person. 

 

Charlie, I sign you with the Cross, the sign of Christ.

Amen.

 

Charlie, child of God, God receives you by baptism

into the one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
Amen.

 

The congregation may say or sing the Aaronic blessing:

 

The LORD bless you and keep you;

the LORD make his face to shine upon you,

and be gracious to you;

the LORD lift up his countenance upon you,

and give you peace.

 

 

When the newly-baptized is an infant, those bringing the child for baptism make these promises.

 

From early times the Church has received

the children of believers by baptism

so that with help and support they may grow up in Christ,

and by the grace of God serve Christ all their days.

Charlie belongs to God in Christ.

Tell him of his baptism that he may know he is baptized

and may come to make his own response of faith and love.

 

Do you promise to teach Charlie the love of God

and bring him up in the life and worship of the Church?

I do with God’s help

 

Promises by the sponsor(s) and/or elder(s)

Do you promise to pray for Charlie,

and his home and family,

and to support them as you are able

as a minister of Christ’s love?


I do, with God’s help.

 

Promise by the congregation

As a community of faith, representing the whole Church,

do you welcome Charlie and promise to share with him

what you yourselves have received,

the gift of God’s love revealed in Christ? We do with God’s help.
 

Hymn:
All things bright and beautiful

 

Offering

 

Church Family News, Birthdays, Welcome to Visitors

 

Prayer for Church Family

Lord, we thank you for our time together here today

As members of your family, young and old.

As we leave each other for a time to learn more about you

In Sunday Club and in church,

We pray that we may listen to your word to us,

Learn more about your way for us,

And come to love you more and more.

Amen.

May you listen, learn and love God more
 

Young people leave for own worship time: 

‘The Lord be with you’
 

Hymn:
When I needed a neighbour 

 

Bible Reading(s):
Colossians 1:1-11

Anne & Lindsay





Luke 10:25-37


Muir

 

Quiet time for Reflection
 

Sermon:

The Parables of Jesus—The Good Samaritan

 

The parable we have just heard is the only time this style of Jesus-dialogue happens in Luke’s gospel. The style in common enough in the other gospel—and is possibly the style most people associate with Jesus’ own challenging method of teaching. The style comes in four stages—someone approaches Jesus with a question; Jesus answers with a question of  His own; the original questioner gives and answer—usually unsatisfactorily but on this occasion wholly satisfactory; and finally Jesus gives the message He wants people to hear.

 

There is a fascinating difference between the account of the great commandment we have just heard from Luke and the account recorded in Mark’s gospel. In Mark. In Mark’s account the questioner asks what is the first commandment, to which Jesus gives the only answer a good Jew could. He said the words still recited by faithful Jews in their daily prayers. He said, ‘Yahweh our God is the one, the only Yahweh. You must love Yahweh your God with all your heat, with all your soul, with all your strength.’ 

 

In Mark, Jesus goes a bit further by adding, unasked, the second commandment to love your neighbour. This is typical of Jesus. He was always going deeper than the questioner wanted Him to—giving a much fuller answer and making fuller demands than were and still are expected! This also happened when He was asked about paying taxes to Caesar. Then He said, ‘Pay Caesar what belongs to Caesar and God what belongs to God.’

 

In Luke’s account they are joined together, and the speaker is the lawyer. He is duly praised by Jesus, but then nearly spoils things by asking a further question because he was anxious to justify himself. 

 

The additional question gives Luke the opportunity to record one of his well-loved stories. The path from Jerusalem to Jericho runs down the Wadi Qilt—a deep twisting canyon with rocky sides and blistering heat. At a quick pace it takes about four hours to travel between the two towns—sadly it is no longer possible to travel this way in either direction because of the security wall built by Israel.

 

However, not so long ago, you could round a corner and find yourself in the middle of a flock of goats tended by a Bedouin boy and his noisy dogs. Just as easily it could be the bandits of Jesus’ tale.

 

There is a certain wit about the story. The priest and the Levite are in a nasty moral dilemma. They could not miss seeing the injured man—even by passing by on the other side. Why? The bottom of the canyon is never more than 20 metres wide. By passing by they didn't do so without feeling. If the huddled victim of the bandits turned out to be dead, they could be defiled by contact with a corpse which would disqualify them from their sacred duties and deprive them of possibly much needed income.

 

The wonderful twist in the tale is that the hero of the story turns out not only to be a gentile but a Samaritan. Apart from the briefest of mentions earlier in the gospel, this is the first time we come across the people for whom the Jews had such a dislike—a bit like the Palestinians today.

 

The Samaritans were descended from an amalgam of peoples deported by the Assyrians, centuries earlier, to the territory north of Judea. They were near enough to the Jews both territorially and in their faith to be a threat, with all the dislike engendered by rivalry. 

 

Christianity spread amongst the Samaritans very early in its history. Jesus, Himself drew the Samaritan woman at the well to be a follower. For Luke they are therefore a paradigm of the foreigners who were invited by the call of Jesus to share the privileges of the Jews. To counter the exclusiveness ot the Jews, Luke shows the Samaritans being more responsive than the Jews to Jesus’ message. The Samaritan traveller showed open-hearted generosity at the chance meeting with a total stranger.

 

So here the Samaritan fulfils the commandment of love which the two Jews neglect. There is in this account one of those little logical knots which we occasionally encounter in Luke. The story is supposed to illustrate who is my neighbour to whom I should show love. Instead, it gives us a wonderful illustration of who the neighbour is who shows love to us.

 

Luke’s account of the great commandment and the illustrated story of the Good Samaritan is neatly sewn together by the idea of life. The passage begins with the question, ‘What must I do to inherit eternal life?’ it ends with Jesus telling the lawyer, ‘Do this and life is yours!’

 

Let us pray ...

Lord, you call on us to show the same love as you yourself show.

Make us open-hearted and generous to those in need,

Help us to see them all as our own brothers and sisters. Amen.

 

Hymn:
Would you walk by on the other side

 

Prayers of Intercession

 

Hymn:
RS: 648: Jesu, Jesu fill us with your love

 

Blessing/Grace
 

 

 

