Kendal United Reformed Church

 

Sunday July 5 2009, 10.30

 

Welcome, Notices & Entry of the Bible

Church Secretary

 

Call to Worship 

 

Hymn:
RS: 102: Praise the Lord His glories show

 

Prayers 

 

Family Time

 

Hymn:
RS: 97: King of glory, king of peace

 

Offering
RS: 21 Praise God from whom all blessings flow

 

Church Family News, Birthdays, Welcome to Visitors

 

Prayer for Church Family

Lord, we thank you for our time together here today

As members of your family, young and old.

As we leave each other for a time to learn more about you

In Sunday Club and in church,

We pray that we may listen to your word to us,

Learn more about your way for us,

And come to love you more and more.

Amen.

May you listen, learn and love God more
 

Young people leave for own worship time: ‘The Lord be with you’
 

Hymn:
RS: 92: Amazing grace how sweet the sound

 

Bible Reading(s):
Proverbs 3:1-14

Bert Suttie




Luke 15:11-31


Elizabeth Howe

 

Quiet time for Reflection
 

Sermon:

The Parables of Jesus—The Prodigal Son

 

Our gospel reading this morning is the third parable in a row that deals with repentance and forgiveness and is the longest of the three. We all know it as the parable of the prodigal son, but when we read it seems it could have a variety of titles.

 

Should it be the ‘the prodigal son’, ‘the forgiving father’ or even ‘the powerless father’ - because he is helplessly affectionate—or it could perhaps be called ‘the resentful brother’. Perhaps all these titles don’t really matter.

 

Luke tells this story with a fine balance. The geographical movements away and back neatly parallel each other symbolizing the breaking and mending of a relationship. The son is lost– the son is found. The son loses everything– the son receives everything. But right there in the centre of the story is the son’s repentance.

 

The audacity of the younger son is breathtaking. He treats his father as virtually dead already. Assumes he’s getting half of his father’s property. In addition to this insult, his father probably had to at least sell some of the property to provide his wastrel of a son with the cash. And then off he went to blow the lot. As a result he sank as low as he could get when he had to tend unclean animals even going as far as envying them.

 

This is a classic case of the Lukan anti-hero doing the right thing for the wrong reason. It was then that he was forced took stock, and broke out into that feature of so many of Luke’s parables, a little puzzled speech to himself about what he should do. This is just what Luke did with the rich fool, the crafty steward or the unjust judge.

 

The portrait of his older brother is also masterly. His resentment after all his years of loyal labour is utterly justified on any ordinary human level. No doubt he had had to work twice as hard because his brother had swaned off and a portion of the property had been sold off. And then to cap it all his father had ordered the slaughter of the fatted calf—part of his inheritance—to celebrate the return of his lost son.

 

So he refused to acknowledge his brother—he refers to him as ‘this son of yours’. And then he without any justification introduces ‘loose women’ into the equation. Luke had at no pint earlier in the story made any indication that they were among the wastrel’s excesses. This detail is due entirely to the elder brother’s own malice and jealousy. An exaggeration of a carelessly chosen word which is all too understandable in the circumstances.

 

And what of the father? Well perhaps he was a bit too indulgent at the beginning. He accepts his younger son’s insult and the resulting impoverishment—but then most parents and superiors have to learn when to bit their tongues. It’s not always helpful to tell home truths to the young. St Paul in writing to the Church in Corinth agreed with this when he wrote, ‘ ...everything is permissible, but not everything builds people up.’

 

When the first dust of the returning son’s arrival appeared on the horizon, the father RAN to meet him. His love for his younger overcame the demands  of dignity in a middle eastern gentleman who was no longer young. He embraced the son and wouldn’t even listen to the nice little prepared speech. And he assured his son that all is forgiven, trust restored with the giving of the ring of authority so he could sign away the rest of the property if he wanted to.

 

But he didn’t neglect his resentful elder son. In the midst of the celebrations he left his place at the head of the table, deserting his guests and the new-found son, to go out and try and coax away the resentment. The father had the generosity to acknowledge—and it takes great courage to give ground to an angry man—that ‘all I have is yours’.  And to the hurtful jibe ’this son of yours’ he gently replied ’your brother’.

 

In a less generous story it would have finished with a sharp contrast in the father’s attitude to the two brothers. The self-righteous elder brother would have been left to stew in his own resentment. But this father’s affection is so limitless that even such behaviour must be drawn back into love.

 

Let us pray ...

Father we have the faults of both brothers.

Coax us always back into your love. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession

 

Invitation to Communion

 

Hymn:
RS: 107: The love of God

 

Celebration of Communion

 

Hymn:
RS: 95: God is love let heaven adore Him

 

Blessing/Grace
 

 

 

