Kendal United Reformed Church

 

Sunday May 3 2009, 10.30

 

Welcome, Notices & Entry of the Bible

Church Secretary

 

Gathering words
As we gather today, we acknowledge our longing for security, 

nurture, refreshment and guidance. 

Christ, the Good Shepherd, offers this to all who follow him; 

and he relies on us, his hands and feet today, 

to love and nurture his people.

Call to worship
In God we find our soul's restoration:
he leads his flock as the good shepherd, our Lord.
In God we learn to fear no evil:
he leads his flock as the good shepherd, our Lord.
In God we are granted goodness and love:
he leads his flock as the good shepherd, our Lord.
May each of us sense the guidance of God 

and the blessings he pours upon his people.


Amen.
 

Hymn:
RS: 104: Praise my soul the King of heaven

 

Prayers 

You are the maker of hillside and hamlet, 

you are creator of soil and of star.
Praise be to your name!
You are the Saviour, steering all history, 

you are Redeemer of ancient and new.
Praise be to your name!
You are the Spirit, advancing your purposes, 

you are the power to the lost and the found.
You are the one God, triune in majesty.
Praise be to your name!






Amen. 

Far we wander, frequently we stray, 
in mind and word and deed. 
Please look on us with goodness and mercy, Lord,
when we have wronged you, 
and where we have injured others on the way.
It is never your desire that any be hurt or harmed,
always your will that blessings will overflow. 
Yet, where our actions hinder such blessing, 
for ourselves and for our neighbour, 
rescue us with your eternal staff 
and lead us back to your path of righteousness.


Amen. 

 

Family Time

 

Hymn:
RS: 745: A new commandment

 

Offering
(Sung dedication RS: 21: Praise God)

 

Church Family News, Birthdays, Welcome to Visitors

 

Prayer for Church Family

Lord, we thank you for our time together here today

As members of your family, young and old.

As we leave each other for a time to learn more about you

In Sunday Club and in church,

We pray that we may listen to your word to us,

Learn more about your way for us,

And come to love you more and more.

Amen.

May you listen, learn and love God more
 

Young people leave for own worship time: ‘The Lord be with you’
 

Bible Reading(s):
Acts 4:5-12


Dick & Ruth





John 10:11-18


Riley

 

Quiet time for Reflection
 

Hymn:
Sheet: I will sing the wondrous story

 

Sermon:

I am the good shepherd

 

Today, through our reading and hymns—one of which is a paraphrase of Psalm 23—we get an idea of the interconnectedness of the Bible. The words of ‘The King of love my shepherd is’ help to show us how the beautiful and timeless image of Psalm 23 bend with the Good Shepherd teachings of Jesus. And had I asked Dick or Ruth to read from the first letter of John, we would have heard there how we ought to lay down our lives for one another—as the Shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.

 

Jesus is rarely in the New Testament described directly as 'God'. Instead, the writers repeatedly ascribe to him activities or titles or descriptions that properly belong to God. Here Jesus identifies himself with the Good Shepherd who, in the Old Testament, stands for God. 

 

Ezekiel 34 makes a contrast with the bad shepherds, who neglect and exploit their flocks; Psalm 23 gives details of the painstaking care provided by the true herdsman. In John, Jesus contrasts the shepherd with the hired hand: the one abandons his charges at the first sign of danger; the other faces death for the sake of his sheep. The extension of the Old Testament metaphor is striking: Jesus identifies himself with God precisely in his self-giving death.

 

Jesus' claim is that his relationship with the Father, one of mutual love and knowledge, is the source of his love and knowledge of his sheep. They are his own: the Greek word idios is used of members of one's family. It is the unity between Father and Son that makes unity among the sheep an imperative. 

 

That is why the 'other sheep' will become part of one and the same flock. Some scholars argue that the 'other sheep' are scattered groups of Jewish Christians in John's own day, facing persecution by the synagogues; most think that they are the non-Jews who will eventually become Christians. In either case, the readers are reminded that they are all linked as members of one family through the one shepherd.

 

The idea of ‘laying down’ describes the way the shepherd would put his life before that of his flock in order to protect the flock from wild animals. Jesus, too, is proclaimed to have given His life for His people. And in doing so fended off the power of sin and even conquered death.

 

In practical terms the shepherd of Jesus’ day would safely gather his sheep into the sheepfold and then literally lay down becoming the gate to the sheepfold. As he lay there, he might gaze up at the night sky. In doing so he would see the splendour of the stars and marvel at the work of the Creator. How often do we take time to do that? How often do we make time for contemplation of the Creator and His creation? What we have is a wonderful pastoral image of the shepherd and his sheep. Images which have a wonderful power in the human heart throughout the ages.

 

This has much to say to us today. We all have very busy lives—even those of you in retirement. How many times have you wondered how you ever found time to go to work? Once we take time to slow down and stop trying to do everything ourselves, we arrive at a place where God can truly enter our lives and support us in what we are trying to do. Throughout my ministry, I have always tried to think what I can give up before I take on something new. In other words I lay something down. 

 

Throughout His ministry Jesus spent time preparing His disciples for what lay ahead. Unlike our modern discipleship courses, there was no well-defined content which can be anticipated week by week, month by month. All Jesus could do was to engage His friends in a way which was inspirational.

 

Our gospel passage gives us great comfort—as does Psalm 23 why else do so many people choose to be sung or read at funerals. It is comforting for those who have been forced to lay things down that they wouldn’t have chosen to. There is the man mourning his wife, the woman who has been made redundant, the teenager in a broken friendship, the child whose pet is ill.

 

Jesus knows what  it feels like to lay things down. He knows what it is like to stay beside those of His flock who go through the dark places of life. We all go through troubled times but we need not be afraid for God, through Jesus has promised to be with us always to the end of time. Our Good Shepherd is with us supporting us, upholding us and protecting us.

 

Five times Jesus used the phrase ’lay down’. Take time to lie down either physically or metaphorically and ponder the Good Shepherd’s blessings on you.

 

Let us pray ...

You, Lord, are our good shepherd:
you give us all we need.
You make us lie down in green pastures:
lead us by quiet waters.
You guide us in paths of righteousness:
may we go in your name.
Sometimes we must walk through dark valleys:
please help us to not be afraid.
You are with us to guide and to comfort:
we will not be afraid!
You provide so much for us:
make us grateful.
Your goodness and love will follow us all the days of our lives:
we will dwell in your house forever!


Amen.
Prayers of Intercession

Lord, our shepherd,
you lead us with tender, loving care.
We pray for those who must wander, 

trying to discern their way in difficult times:
for the unemployed, those seeking work and new directions, t

hose disturbed by unexpected redundancy after years of prosperity.
Lord our shepherd, guide us.
We pray for those who are passing though dark valleys:
the sick, the dying, the depressed and anxious, the hungry, 

those who have lost their land.
Lord our shepherd, guide us.
We pray for those who are anointed with the task of leadership:
for the leaders of nations, the leaders of local communities, 

the leaders of religious communities.
We pray for those who must negotiate 

to bring an end to enmity and violence.
Lord our shepherd, guide us.
We pray for ourselves, that we may set a table of hospitality 

before all who need our help,
that our overflowing cup will be shared with others.
Lord our shepherd, guide us.
We pray for the dying,
that they will come to dwell in your house
and know your comfort in their final days.
Lord our shepherd, guide us.
All this we ask in the name of the Good Shepherd,
Jesus, our master and our friend.



Amen.
 

Invitation to Communion

 

Hymn:
RS: 238: Good Christians all rejoice

 

Celebration of Communion

 

Hymn:
RS: 552: The King of love my shepherd is

 

Blessing/Grace
(Sung Amen RS: 20(b))

In the name of the Good Shepherd, 
who sacrificed his all for the good of his flock, 
go onward from this place.
In the name of the Good Shepherd, 
who calls us to sacrifice for the good of his flock, 
go onward from this place.
And as he drives us on, 
may we know his presence with us, 
night and day; now and always.

 

Prayers taken from www.rootsontheweb.com and is copyright © Roots for Churches Ltd 2009.

 

 

 

