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Minister’s Letter 

Revd Martyn Coe writes 

It’s 25 years since the Rwanda genocide. In 100 days 
about 800,000 people were slaughtered, in many cases 
by neighbours. 

It’s 75 years since the D Day landings and invasion which 
eventually ended the horrors of the holocaust. 

It’s 24 years since the killing of more than 8,000 people 
in Srebrenica. Again killing of neighbours and people 
who once would have thought of themselves as friends. 

These were terrible, evil things – but in the main they were not carried out 
by evil people: these atrocities were carried out by ordinary people who 
joined in the group and thought they were doing the right thing. 

The question in my mind is not why do such things happen but how come 
they don’t happen more often. The question from a friend of mine – who is 
a professional academic dealing with migration matters – is how far away 
from genocidal behaviour are we in the UK? 

That might sound fanciful but Germany was a civilised nation, and             
Yugoslavia seemed to have left its ethnic differences in the past. In those 
nations, however, decent people did unspeakable things. 

There are warning signs in our nation. Warnings which if not heeded give 
cover for people to do what they like. 

When those who call out anti-Semitism and Islamophobia are not taken   
seriously or are themselves ridiculed or attacked, alarms should sound. 

When those who show opposing political views are not debated with but 
shouted out and abused, alarms should sound. 

When politicians and others who defend the abused are themselves 
attacked (and in the case of one MP killed), loud alarms should sound. 

When children of those legally in the country are required to pay £1000 to 
get papers to show that they too can stay and others are deported for    
character failings, alarms should sound. 

When everyone becomes an immigration officer because they have to check 
who is working for them, renting their property or accessing the NHS 
(strange that my white parents have never had to show that they are       
entitled to hospital care), big alarms should sound. 
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When those who have gained UK citizenship are threatened not with the 
process of law but of having that citizenship taken away and being             
deported, major alarms should sound. 

When the Windrush generation become disposable to be sent to countries 
they have not been to for decades – or ever – and people from minority 
groups are more likely to be stopped by police, we need to step off the    
slippery slope. 

When we say it is dreadful to see genocide happening in other places but 
call those who flee ‘economic migrants’, we should sound the alarm. 

Holocaust and genocide are not committed by bad people but by good    
people who make bad choices. People like you and me. 

It could never happen here you might say. In the 1930s Hitler never said he 
would kill the Jews but simply deal with issues. It was a slow walk towards 
the building of the gas chambers. How far should we let people get away 
with blaming ‘others’ for not assimilating? That was what the Nazis said of 
the Jews: they were not really German – well not really people!. 

You might wonder where I am going with this. In remembering the millions 
who have been killed in acts of genocide, we need to think about the roots 
of such horrors. The time to say stop is not at the gates of the gas chamber 
or at the edge of the killing pits. The time to say stop is when a faith is     
portrayed as dangerous, or not British. The time to say stop is when people 
of a particular faith are presented as being likely to be dangerous. The time 
to say stop is when the home office continues with the hostile environment 
and supposedly main-stream politicians use anti-Semitic imagery. 

The time to say stop is now. What is, apparently, low-level racism,             
Islamophobia or anti-Semitism will only get worse unless stopped. No doubt    
before Kristallnacht many ordinary people like you and me thought the   
German Jews needed bringing down a peg or two. Our laws now would 
keep out those who were seeking to free Germany at that time. 

Either we listen to Jesus and know that all people are our neighbour, either 
we hear Jesus’ words and know that each thing we do to another person we 
do to him – or we join with those who do what our rational minds would call 
unspeakable things. It is easy to take the wrong path but we must aspire to 
better ways. The way of the living Christ is of love and compassion for all: let 
us hold onto that and say no to racism and to behaviour which pretends 
some sorts of people are inherently better or more important than others. 
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Of course, the sort of hatred which leads to genocide would never be a part 
of the common conversation in our country – or could it? Let us open our 
eyes to see what is around us and to disrupt the behaviour which makes 
other people less than like Christ amongst us. 

Martyn 

Two forthcoming events at Carver 

We have two events later in the year at Carver We hope that you will 
want to plan to be around for them. (Take that trip another day!) 

Revd Nigel Uden is the ministerial Moderator of General Assembly and 
he will be with us for the final weekend in September. On Saturday 
evening 28 September we will have a light supper and time for a      
conversation with the moderator. Those who would like to hear from 
the moderator but would not wish to be away from their own church 
on Sunday morning might wish to come to this 

Nigel will lead our worship on Sunday 29 September, which will be  
followed by lunch. Everyone is welcome and the church secretary will 
be asking for names for supper or lunch during September. 

Carver has been asked to host the URC North Western Synod Meeting 
on 12 October. On the Saturday we will need stewards for parking, 
welcoming members of Synod and serving refreshments (which       
normally includes a cuppa and a bacon roll as folk arrive!). Help with 
refreshments will be especially welcome. 

If you are able please put these events in your diary so that you can 
support them by attending or being a helper. 

Martyn 

Tools for Self-Reliance 

Fund-raising event for Tools for Self-Reliance 

on Saturday 13 July 

from 10 am to 12 noon and 2 pm to 4 pm 

at 7 Green Moss, Oakthwaite Road Windermere LA23 2BB. 

Everyone is welcome for coffee, tea and cakes. 

Revd Lis Mullen 
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Minister’s Letter 

Dear Friends 

It is hard to believe that it is over four years since you 

called me to join in the South Lakes Grouping as your                       

non-stipendiary minister and that this is the last time I 

will write as one of your ministers.  

It has been a great privilege to serve in this capacity – 

to lead you in worship, to help lead you through the 

challenging  decision to sell the church and large hall 

and into a period of redevelopment, to share with 

you in the ups and downs of your personal lives and just to be part of the 

congregation as it worships God and seeks to reach out in service to others 

in the variety of ways it does. It is good to look back and see how things 

have developed and changed over the years. 

I should like to thank you all for the support and help you have given me in 

so many different ways during this time. I should also like to thank the two 

ministers, Carole and Martyn, the church administrators, Joachim and      

Jenny, the church office bearers, Sheila and Nick, and the elders whom I 

have had the pleasure of working alongside. 

It is a time of change not only for me but for you as a congregation.       

Hopefully, before too long, a sale will be completed. The new pioneer and     

development worker will be in post, and, alongside Martyn, will work with 

our existing congregation and will seek to establish new outreach initiatives. 

It is my prayer that you will welcome and support them as you have me. 

Area Pastoral Committee have asked me to take a three month “sabbatical” 

from KURC so that both I and you may come to terms with my change in 

role. I hope to return at the end of October when I shall begin to play my 

very different part in the life of the congregation. I know that Martyn and 

the elders have been giving some thought to what it is appropriate for me 

to be involved in. 

Your minister and friend, 

Pam 
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Secretary’s Ramblings 

Since I last wrote my article for the April/May Magazine 

there has been a lot going on!  The church meeting in 

May was told that we had lost the sale of the church, 

due to the property developer, Mr Ian Morton,        

withdrawing his offer of sale, as he was unable to get 

planning permission to turn the church into 22 holiday apartments, despite 

giving us an unconditional offer from the outset.  The Church Meeting 

agreed to put the property back on the market and our  estate agents      

contacted the other couple who had also put in an offer at the same time.  

The special church meeting held on 19 May then agreed the following reso-

lution: - 

• We withdraw our previous acceptance of the offer (on 6 May 2018) to 

purchase the Church, Main Hall and Land to Garth Heads and two     

parking spaces from Mr Ian Morton of the Heritage Property Company. 

• We accept the offer to purchase the Church, Main Hall and Land to 

Garth Heads and two parking spaces from Ms Kay Sanderson and Mr 

Lee Daniels for a purchase price of £250,000. 

So good news, it’s all systems go. Our purchasers have given us an             

unconditional offer and want to proceed as quickly as possible. 

You will see elsewhere in this magazine that we are holding a drop-in       

session in 106 on Monday 10 June from 10.00 am to 12 noon.  This will    

enable members to discuss our future plans for 106 and the lecture hall. 

We are also planning for Pam’s retirement.  We will be holding a lunch after 

Pam’s final service on Sunday 21 July at Abbot Hall Social Centre: again,   

details are elsewhere in this magazine.  As Pam has told you in her article, 

she will be taking a three-month Sabbatical, so will not be reappearing until 

the end of October.  Pam has given so much of her time and energy to our 

church over the past four years, and we will miss her greatly, but she will be 

coming back, although not in the same capacity. Once she returns as a     

retired URC minister, we will hopefully be able to use her many talents 

around the church, to complement our Stipendiary Minister, Elders and   

Pioneer and Development Worker. 
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More good news, we have appointed a new Pioneer and Development 

Worker. No name at the moment as paperwork has to be completed.  They 

will hopefully be starting work on 1 June and be shadowing Pam until she 

retires.  The post is for 20 hours per week. 

We have also had our first coffee and croissant service as well as our        

congregational lunches on a Sunday.  Please let us know if you have enjoyed 

these and want them to continue. 

Sheila Andrews 

Arrangements for Pam’s Retirement Lunch 

We will be holding a lunch after Pam Noonan's final service on 

Sunday 21 July at Abbot Hall Social Centre. This will be done 

by outside caterers.  

Please sign the sheet, available at Sunday Worship, if you can 

come to give us an indication of numbers.  Alternatively email 

me sheila.andrews5@btinternet.com or ring 01539 561988. 

Sheila 

Drop in Session to discuss future plans 

We are conscious that members would like to discuss our     

future plans for 106 and the lecture hall.  We have heard 

what some of you have already said and we want to listen to 

you.  We are therefore holding a drop-in session in 106 on 

Monday 10 June from 10.00 am to 12.00 noon.  Tea/coffee/

biscuits available.  If you are unable to come along on this 

date but do have ideas/suggestions please let your elder, 

minister, treasurer or me know. 

Sheila 
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Church Diary 

June    

Sunday 2 10.30 am Worship, including Communion, at    

Abbot Hall Social Centre, led by Judith 

Tuesday 4 10.00 am Prayer Shawl Group at Abbot Hall Social 

Sunday 9 10.30 am Worship, at Abbot Hall Social Centre, led 

Monday 10 10.00 am 

to 12 noon 

“Drop in at 106” open morning for    

everyone. Please come and share your 

views about the redevelopment of 106 

Wednesday 12 9.30 am Coffee Morning at Abbot Hall Social  

Thursday 13 2.00 pm Afternoon Communion in the Parish 

Church, followed by tea/coffee and chat 

Sunday 16 9.00 am 

 

!0.30 am 

Coffee, Croissants and Chat Service at 

Abbot Hall Social Centre. 

Worship, at Abbot Hall  Social Centre, 

led by Revd Martyn Coe 

Sunday 23 10.30 am Worship, at Abbot Hall Social Centre, led 

by Revd Pam Noonan 

Sunday 30 10.30 am Worship, at Abbot Hall Social Centre, led 

by David Lamb 
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July    

Tuesday 2 10.00 am Prayer Shawl Group at Abbot Hall Social 

Sunday 7 10.30 am Worship, including Communion, at    

Abbot Hall Social Centre, led by Revd 

Wednesday 10 9.30 am Coffee Morning at Abbot Hall Social  

Thursday 11 2.00 pm Afternoon Communion in the Parish 

Church, followed by tea/coffee and chat 

Sunday 14 10.30 am 

 

Worship, at Abbot Hall Social Centre, led 

by Brian Stabler 

Sunday 21 10.30 am Worship, at Abbot Hall Social Centre, led 

by Revd Pam Noonan and Revd Martyn 

Coe, followed by lunch to celebrate 

Sunday 28 10.30 am Worship, at Abbot Hall Social Centre, led 

Please note that the Coffee and Croissants Service is cancelled for July, as 

August    

Sunday 4 10.30 am Worship, including Communion, at    

Abbot Hall Social Centre, led by Revd 

Tuesday 6 10.00 am Prayer Shawl Group at Abbot Hall Social 

Centre 
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Kendal Unity Festival 2019  

You are invited to take part in the 
Kendal Unity Festival on Saturday  
22 June 2019. 

The main programme will take place 
between 10:00 am and 4:00 pm in 
the Abbot Hall Park, Abbot Hall    
Social Centre and a range of venues 
around Kendal town centre with 
complementary world music         
performances and entertainment taking place at the Birdcage, in 
the nearby Brewery Arts Centre and other venues. 

• There is a place where everyone is welcome 

• There is a place where everyone is accepted for who they 
are and not afraid to be themselves 

• There is a place where everyone is included and treated 
equally with trust and respect 

• Where is this place? Kendal, at the Kendal Unity Festival. 
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Hello All! 

I hope that your collecting is going well. 

I thought you might like a list of items we 

usually include in our boxes; so here it is. 

 

Hat, gloves or mittens and scarf. 

Pair of socks 

A notebook 

Pencil case (containing two pencils, two ballpoint pens, a rubber, a         

sharpener and half a dozen coloured pencils or crayons.) 

Soft toy (small and cuddly.) 

Toiletries (should include facecloth, soap, toothbrush and toothpaste and a 

brush or comb.) 

A small gift. 

Packet of sweets. (best before date after March 2020) 

Plastic cup 

Ball 

Toy car. 

 

Don’t forget we have a few items left over from last year so please ask me if 

you need anything. 

There are definitely hats and a few scarves, so check before you buy. 

I also have 37 empty pencil cases, sharpeners and rubbers. 

Our Shoebox Sunday will be on Sunday 27 October when all our boxes will 

be gathered together in readiness for taking to the warehouse in mid       

November. 

Let’s see how many boxes we can send in our “low key” approach. 

Then back to normal next year! 

Thank you all. 

 

Ann Hindle 
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Ian, 

The members at Kendal URC have asked me to respond to this situation. 

You have not treated us well. Your original offer was an unconditional 
one, and we were told that you would be seeking an early completion, 
certainly by the end of Summer last year. Accordingly we made           
arrangements to leave the site. Customers who use our halls were 
turned away, with a consequent reduction in our cash flow. Our        
caretaker was made redundant, with the loss of his job, and his home, 
and the cost to the church of his redundancy. 

In the expectation that what you had told us was true, we started the 
process of planning our own redevelopment. We have paid out a      
considerable sum in architect’s and other professional fees, and were in 
a position to go to tender. If we are unable to sell the church this money 
will have been wasted. Having moved off the site and rented alternative 
accommodation in expectation of the sale and our redevelopment, we 
are now faced with the prospect and cost of reinstalling equipment, and 
deciding whether to go through the performance of partially moving 
back. 

Your behaviour throughout this has been very unprofessional. It is quite 
obvious now that you had no intention of completing the purchase 
without planning permission, despite your original unconditional offer. 
Your continual comments that there was just one more problem to be 
solved before exchange of contracts could take place were just time 
wasting. 

This whole business has cost us at least a year in time, aside from the 
financial loss involved. 

Our members are very disappointed at the way we have been treated 
and misled by you. 

Nick Andrews, 
Treasurer, Kendal URC  

Letter from Nick Andrews to Ian Morton 

Following the news about the sale of the Church and Hall, the members 
asked me to write to Ian Morton about the situation. This is the text of the 
email I sent him. 
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Food Bank Special Summer Request 

As summer approaches and stocks are running low we are running a 
campaign to request particular items which are needed during the 
months when children are on holiday from school and referrals are  
expected to rise as well as the increase we have already had this 
year. To help with the situation we are asking for donations of specific 
items on the Sundays of the weeks before the summer break as below: 

Thank you for your contributions 

Anne Handley 

June 
2          Tins Sponge Pudding 
9         Pots Microwave Rice 
16      Tins Potatoes 
23       Tinned Rice Pudding 
30       Tins Vegetables 

July 
7        Small jars of Coffee 
14       Tea bags  

Our Coffee Morning Charities for June and July 

Sight Advice South Lakes aims to support people with   

visual impairment to improve the quality of their lives,      

together with promoting a greater awareness of sight  

issues.  

Working in over 200 countries, Bible Society is  

a charity on a global mission to bring the Bible 

to life for every man, woman and child. We  

believe that when people engage with the    

Bible, lives can change – for good. 
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The Leprosy Mission 

Some facts about leprosy: 

• Leprosy is a chronic disease caused by a bacillus. The incubation period 
of the disease, on average, is five years. The disease mainly affects the 
skin, the peripheral nerves, mucosa of the upper respiratory tract, and 
also the eyes. 

• Leprosy is curable with multidrug therapy. 
• Although not highly infectious, leprosy is transmitted via droplets, from 

the nose and mouth, during close and frequent contacts with untreated 
cases. 

• Untreated, leprosy can cause progressive and permanent damage to the 
skin, nerves, limbs, and eyes. 

Leprosy is an age-old disease, described in the literature of ancient            
civilisations. Throughout history, people afflicted have often been ostracised 
by their communities and families.  There are several mentions of it in the    
Bible. 

The Leprosy Mission (TLM) is a Christian charity and has been in existence 
for over 150 years, currently working in eleven countries in Africa and Asia. 

The latest newsletter describes a visit of the Paralympian Stef Reid to    
Anandaban Hospital in Nepal. So that she might literally “walk in the shoes” 
of a leprosy-affected person, she had the state-of-the-art prosthetic foot 
replaced with one made in the hospital’s workshop.  She said “a lot of the 
way they did the casting was really similar to what I experience in an      
amazing private clinic in the UK. I’m genuinely blown away by what the 
team here has been able to accomplish.” 

I took over the TLM collections in KURC from Dr Turnbull in 2003.  There has 
been a relatively small number of collectors with boxes who have changed 
over the years of course, but in the last 17 years we have raised a total of 
over £1400.  In addition we have had four coffee mornings, raising a further 
£879. 

We also collect used postage stamps and Rita Hogarth has been active in 
organising a number of stamp trimming sessions, all followed by her        
inimitable afternoon teas! 

Please speak to me if you would like to have a collecting box, or give in other 
ways. 

Neil Wilson 
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Then and Now 

Travelling gets more difficult 
for me and I appreciate      
seeing far distant places on              
television. What I don’t like 
seeing are rivers and lakes 
choked with plastic pieces. 

The windows of my flat look 
out over the River Kent,  a river which, although small, offers a wide variety 
of activity.  I looked out recently and was delighted to see a swan.  They 
don't often come into our reach, so I stopped to admire again its beauty and 
its grace of movement through the water.  Then I noticed that something 
was very wrong.  The swan kept turning upside down in the water as they 
do to find food.  But it was happening too frequently. Up went its tail and 
back up came its neck.  In its beak it held what I thought at first was piece of 
food.  Again and again it dived and came up with the same object in its 
mouth. It was a piece of plastic about 5 cm square.  The swan was trying 
very hard to get rid of it. I kept wanting to shout, ‘Go to the bank and wipe it 
off.’  But it couldn’t hear me and wouldn’t understand.  I stayed watching 
helplessly.  At last , after scores of dives its beak came up clean.  I heaved a 
great breath of relief and the swan poised itself, sat still on the water and 
then glided down river so gracefully, away from the nasty bit where it had 
encountered the plastic.   

This wasn’t television.  It was a real life demonstration of what is happening 
to birds, fish and animals all over the world. We are concerned and we pray.  
We must also ask what each one of us can do to help. 

Ruth Clarke 

Thank you to all who have contributed material for this magazine. 

All contributions are welcome, including articles, reports on church 

activities, news of forthcoming events and photographs. Please let 

me have any items for the next issue by Monday 15 July. 

John Costello 
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A Prayer Diary for June and July  

(contributed by Joan Ratcliffe) 

Week beginning 2 June 

We remember children and young people who will sit    
important examinations this month. 

9 June   Pentecost 

We thank God for the gift of His Holy Spirit and read 
the story in Acts Chapter 2. 

16 June   Father’s Day 

We pray for patience and understanding for all       
fathers as they deal with their children. 

23 June 

Having just passed the longest day, we are truly into summer time. Let us 
give thanks for all we enjoy at this time of year 

30 June 

We remember farmers—especially those in our own area—and the         
concerns they have for the future of their livelihoods. 

7 July 

Think of babies baptised in our church this century.  Some will now be    
teenagers, others young children. Pray that as they grow up they will learn 
of God’s love for them and come to love him themselves. 

14 July 

We pray for all who are unemployed, remembering especially young people 
who have recently left school, college or university and are now looking for 
work. 

21 July 

Today, Pam Noonan will lead her last “official” service as minister of our 
church. We give thanks for the faithful and generous way she has served 
both our church and the wider community. We pray God’s blessing on Pam 
and Dave as they look forward to retirement together. 

28 July 

We pray for grandparents who will be caring for their grandchildren during 
the school holidays. 




