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Revd Pam Noonan writes 

Every New Year, I remember the excitement I felt as a 

child over the New Year. On Hogmanay the table was set 

for midnight visitors and when the hour struck, the back 

door was opened to let the old year out,  followed by the 

front door to let the Year in. I also remember my very  

sincere New Year resolutions. 

When you read this the New Year will be old and we soon 

will be approaching Lent. However, this year will still be new with its       

challenges. We said farewell to Carole and welcome Martyn as he seeks to 

devote more of his time to Kendal URC among his other responsibilities. He 

will be chairing the Elders` meeting and when he is able, dropping into our 

various gatherings. He will also be leading worship on a regular basis. We 

look forward to getting to know him better. We also thank Lis Mullen and 

Joachim Greiling also for their willingness to lead our worship.  

Just before Christmas, we were saddened to hear of the death of Betty 

McMurdo after a short spell in hospital. Our thoughts and prayers are with 

Ian and Philippa her son and daughter in law. We were also sorry to hear of 

the death of Edith (Gee) Bedworth on 11 January. She would have been 103 

in March. Our thoughts and prayers are with Michael and Iris and the wider 

family circle. 

Various challenges face us during this year. Frothimoon have moved to their 

own premises. The church and hall still remain on the market. As I write the 

church meeting will decide to employ an administrator or not. We are    

conscious of those who are no longer with us or are unable to join us       

regularly at worship. Undoubtedly we face the challenge of change as we 

respond to our call to share the Good News of Jesus with others in our     

increasingly secular society. 

Martyn and I are grateful for all those who contribute to the life of the    

congregation in whatever way. We are amazed at the number of things that 

just seem to be done! We would though encourage everyone to make   

prayer a priority this year. Joan Ratcliffe helpfully gives us a direction week 

by week.  
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Along with these, please pray: 

• For the Elders 

• For the sale of the church and hall 

• For our future relationship with Stricklandgate as both congregations 

plan for the future 

• For new people to come and worship with us 

• And for Martyn and myself as we seek to serve you all. 

During the second weekend in March, Kendal will be alive with Moving 

Mountains, the ecumenical outreach from 8-11. There will be a host of 

different events, not least the Lakes Gospel Choir in the church on the     

Saturday evening. We do hope you will support the mission in your prayers 

and by coming along. 

Yes, I am excited about this year and all that it holds for us. 

Pam  

From Revd Carole Marsden 

Dear all 

Many thanks for your kind gifts and warm wishes as we  

prepared to move to Shrewsbury. I was extremely touched 

by your kind words and generosity.  

Our move has gone well and we have enjoyed Christmas 

and New Year in our new home. Most boxes were unpacked and our    

Christmas tree up by the 23rd and we enjoyed carols by candlelight and 

Christmas worship with our new church family in Shrewsbury. 

Everyone has been very welcoming and friendly though we have inevitably 

missed the familiar surroundings of the South Lakes and our friends.  

I am writing this early January so by the time you read it term will have 

started for the girls and my induction well and truly been and gone.  

We will keep you posted of how life goes on in the "south" and assure you 

of our prayers as you journey on together.  

Much love and with best wishes for 2018. 

Carole 
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Revd Martyn Coe writes 

Over the weekend 8-11 March right across Cumbria the 

Moving Mountains Mission will be in full swing. When I 

first heard about this initiative, I was cynical and        

suspicious - after all it is an initiative of the Archbishop 

of York and built around bishops supporting local work. 

At a gut level the presence of bishops did nothing to      

inspire me to go forward. 

As time has gone on, however, I can see how local churches in their Mission 

Communities have come together to find ways of sharing faith with their 

local towns and villages. Many bishops will be grilled in local pubs and other 

places, offering a chance for folk other than our regular church members to 

meet with and talk to people of faith. Practical action like the repair café we 

are planning in Grange will allow time for conversation.  

If you can’t get to events in the town where you go to church, there will be 

things happening in other places which might work for you. 

In our church we can easily push ideas of numerical growth and reaching 

out to new people to one side - it is difficult, a lot of effort for few results - 

and we begin to say that growth of the individual is as important as what 

gets dismissed as ‘bums on seats’. All this is true; but, if we don’t work with 

other churches in our Mission Community to share faith to help people find 

ways to know Christ for themselves, there will not be another generation in 

our church. Mission Communities are called to try to find new ways of    

worship within each community. Some of us will find new things that we 

enjoy, some of us know we would hate the new things; but it is not those of 

us who are already in the church that are important when we are reaching 

out. It is the folk who need to hear us say ‘let me tell you about the God you 

barely know’ who are important. New ways of worship and Fresh Expres-

sions will not be training grounds for folk to come along on a Sunday at our 

usual time. For many folk mid-morning is simply no good for coming to  

worship.  
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If we can welcome new ways of doing things just as previous generations 

have done, then we will be living up to our calling to share faith in as many 

ways as we can.  

Beyond Moving Mountains will be further initiatives and joint working, I 

hope we will find ways to support those in our churches who are called to 

help those around us to explore faith. I am sure that during Moving     

Mountains there will be events which you find attractive and I hope you will 

go to some of them. When you have decided which you are going to        

support I hope you are able to think of a friend or neighbour to invite to 

come along with you. 

Our calling is to share faith: whether that is through practical action or 

through conversation and outreach events does not matter, but I hope we 

are all seeking to share the love of Christ with our friends and neighbours. 

Martyn 

Helen Boothroyd, who was Development Officer for 

Churches Together in Cumbria for many years, left in 

December to start work as the Business Development 

Manager for Place for Hope in January. 

CTiC is undertaking a review of its work and future direction. Decisions 

about future staffing will be made in the light of this during 2018. The 

newsletter will continue to bring regular news from CTiC, the churches of 

Cumbria and our partners. 

In the meantime the monthly newsletter for churches will be compiled by 

Lynne Skellern to whom items for the newsletter and website should be 

sent. 

Lynne Skellern:  lsctic01@gmail.com 

More details of the work of Churches Together in Cumbria can be found on 

the website www.churchestogethercumbria.co.uk  

Jean Lishman, Carver Uniting Church 

mailto:lsctic01@gmail.com
http://www.churchestogethercumbria.co.uk
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Church Diary  

February    

Sunday 4 10.30 am Worship in the Main Hall, led by Revd Lis   

Mullen 

Tuesday 6 10.00 am 

2.00 pm 

Prayer Shawl Group in the Lecture Hall 

Short Mat Bowls in the Main Hall 

Wednesday  7 9.30 am Coffee Morning in the Lecture Hall, in aid of 

Action Aid 

Thursday 8 2.30 pm Afternoon Communion in the Lecture Hall 

followed by tea/coffee and chat 

Sunday 11 10.30 am 

 

Café style Worship in the Main Hall, led by 

Revd Martyn Coe 

Monday 12 2.00 pm Friendship Club in the Lecture Hall 

Tuesday 13 2.00 pm Short Mat Bowls in the Main Hall 

Sunday 18 10.30 am Worship in the Main Hall led by Revd Pam 

Noonan 

Monday 19 7.00 pm Lent Study Course at Stricklandgate 

Tuesday 20 10.00 am 

2.00 pm 

Craft Group in the Lecture Hall 

Short Mat Bowls in the Main Hall 

Wednesday 21 7.00 to 

8.30 pm 

Discussion Group at Pam Noonan’s house—   

6 Swallow Close (please park in Valley Drive) 

Sunday 25 10.30 am Joint Worship at Stricklandgate Methodist 

Church 

Monday 26 2.00 pm 

7.00 pm 

Friendship Club in the Lecture Hall 

Lent Study Course at Stricklandgate 

Tuesday 27 2.00 pm Short Mat Bowls in the Main Hall 
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March    

Sunday 4 10.30 am Worship in the Main Hall, led by Revd Lis Mullen 

Tuesday 6 10.00 am 

2.00 pm 

Prayer Shawl Group in the Lecture Hall 

Short Mat Bowls in the Main Hall 

Wednesday  7 9.30 am 

 

7.00 pm 

Coffee Morning in the Lecture Hall, in aid of the 

Bible Society 

Lent  Study Course at Stricklandgate 

Thursday 8 2.30 pm Afternoon Communion in the Lecture Hall 

followed by tea/coffee and chat 

Sunday 11 10.30 am Worship in the Main Hall, led by Revd  Pam 

Noonan 

Monday 12 2.00 pm Friendship Club in the Lecture Hall 

Tuesday 13 2.00 pm Short Mat Bowls in the Main Hall 

Thursday 15 7.00 pm Lent Study Course at Stricklandgate 

Sunday 18 10.30 am Worship in the Main Hall, led by Revd Martyn Coe 

Tuesday  20 10.00 am Craft Group in the Lecture Hall 

Wednesday 21 7.00 to 

8.30 pm 

Discussion Group at Pam Noonan’s house—           

6 Swallow Close (please park in Valley Drive) 

Friday 23 7.00 pm Lent Study Course at Stricklandgate 

Sunday 25 10.30 am 

 

 

7.00 pm 

Joint Worship at Kendal URC, with  

Stricklandgate Methodists, in the Main Hall, led by 

Revd Pam Noonan 

Lent Study Course at Stricklandgate 

Monday 26 2.00 pm Friendship Club in the Lecture Hall 

Tuesday 27 2.00 pm Short Mat Bowls in the Main Hall 

Thursday 29 7.00 pm Maundy Thursday Worship and Communion in the 

Lecture Hall, led by Revd Pam Noonan 

Friday 30 10.00 am Good Friday Worship at Stricklandgate Methodist 

Church, followed by Walk of Witness in Kendal 
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Action Aid 

The coffee morning in February is to 
raise funds for ActionAid. 

ActionAid is an international charity 
working in over 45 countries. We work 
with the poorest women and girls in the 
world, changing their lives for good. 

Our local staff provide immediate, 
hands-on support to women and 
children living on the margins of 
survival. Together we demand 
action at local, national and      
international level. We don’t walk 
away until we’ve achieved lasting 
change. 

The coffee morning in March is in aid  
of the Bible Society. 

Working in over 200 countries, the 
Bible Society is a charity on a global 
mission to bring the Bible to life for 
every man, woman and child. We believe that when people engage with 
the Bible, lives can change – for good. 

Property Maintenance Issues 

There is a sheet on the notice board in both the Lecture Hall and Main 

Hall where any property maintenance issues can be recorded.  In the 

main Church there is a book on the table behind the last row of pews.  If 

you just record the date, your name and what the problem is, these will 

be checked regularly and the problem hopefully rectified. 

Thank you 

Sheila Andrews 
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B's Buttons Project 

A year 10 pupil, 'B', at The Lakes School, Troutbeck Bridge, made the        
suggestion that a permanent memorial be made to the 1.5 million children 
killed in the Second World War Holocaust, having heard that some surviving 
children were brought to the site of the present school.  B suggested that 
the memorial be made out of buttons as they are all different, just as        
children are.  Thus started an appeal for buttons to be collected.  I received 
the message about the appeal and thought that it might be brought to the 
attention of Kendal's churches through CTiKD. 

It was fascinating, early in December, to see the variety in the collections 
given.  Buttons were all colours of the rainbow.  They were made out of all 
materials imaginable:  metal, wood, plastic, leather, fabric and even          
crochet.  The shapes were many:  round, oval, square, hexagonal,           
heart-shaped and even teddy bear shapes! 

The statistics for the buttons collected, counted and taken into The Lakes 
School were as follows:

 
A warm thank-you to all who contributed buttons. 

I have asked for feed-back when the memorial is complete. 

Pauline Goodridge 

        Name of organisation Number of  
buttons  given 

 

Kendal United Reformed Church 4268  

Stricklandgate Methodist Church 3064  

Holy Trinity & St. George RC Church 3314  

St Thomas' C of E 2188  

Sandylands Methodist Church   939  

Churches sub-total 13773  

Heron Hill Primary School 1733  

Orton Primary School   600  

Schools sub-total 2333  

Total 16106  
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Ministry and Mission Payments for 2018 

We have now heard from the Synod Office about our required payments for 

this year. We have been assessed for Ministry and Mission at £28,500, with 

a further £1,320 going to the Synod. This is a total sum of £29,820. Our   

payments for 2017 were a total of £30,012, so we have experienced a very 

minor reduction in our assessment this year. Ministry and Mission is          

calculated using a combination of the number of members a church has, 

plus the number of regular worshippers who are not members. On top of 

that there is also a charge against the value of investments a church holds. 

The assessed figure works out at about £370 per member and regular      

worshipper per year.  

As is usual at this time, I would ask you all to consider your own giving, and 

whether you are in a position to contribute more. The Synod Office have 

indicated that for the assessment for 2019, there will be a further charge 

against manses held by churches which are rented out and for which the 

church receives income. As our manse is rented out, it looks as though we 

will be caught in this trap, and I will be bringing proposals to the Elders, and 

subsequently to the Church Meeting in the future to hopefully mitigate 

against this. 

Nick Andrews 

From the editor 

Thank you once again to all who have contributed such a variety  

of material to this magazine. Contributions are always welcome, 

whether these are letters, reflective articles, family news, reports 

of church activities or information about forthcoming events. 

Please let me have material for the April/May issue as soon as you 

can, and not later than Monday 12 March. 

John Costello 
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A Prayer Diary for February and March 

(contributed by Joan Ratcliffe) 

Week beginning 4 February 

Give thanks for all who prepare for, and for those 

who attend the monthly coffee mornings held in 

the Lecture Hall. Pray that the money raised will be 

used wisely by the charities that receive it. 

11 February 

Pray for our ministry team and for our church     

elders and leaders, and especially for Pam Noonan. 

18 February 

Use the sixth beatitude, found in Matthew chapter 5 verse 8, in this week’s 

prayers. 

25 February 

Pray for all involved in planning and preparing for the Moving Mountains 

Mission on 8 to 11 March. 

4 March 

“God for All” takes place from 8 to 11 March. Pray that we may all play our 

part in witnessing to our faith. 

11 March - Mothering Sunday 

Pray especially for mothers who care for children with very special mental 

or physical needs, for mothers who worry about their children’s safety, and 

for mothers who mourn their children. 

18 March 

Pray around the seventh beatitude, found in Matthew chapter 5 verse 9. 

25 March 

Today is Palm Sunday. Let us focus our prayers around the events of Holy 

Week, as we journey through the next six days. 
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A LENTEN JOURNEY WITH JESUS 
Churches Together in Kendal and District 

‘Churches Together’ offers this practical 

course to help us develop our spiritual 

and prayer journeys with Jesus,            

led by Cameron Butland and Jeff    

Thomas, supported by a team from the 

Ecumenical Spirituality Group. 

ALL SESSIONS WILL BE HELD AT           

STRICKLANDGATE METHODIST CHURCH, 

KENDAL – at the junction of Burneside 

Road and Windermere Road: LA9 4QT. 

We meet at 7.00pm for coffee, to begin 

promptly at 7.30pm until 9.00pm 

Cameron Butland is the Diocesan             
Spirituality Adviser and an experienced  

Spiritual Director. He has a special      
interest in contemplative prayer and the 
desert  fathers and mothers, as well as 
Celtic spirituality. He is the author of 
‘Growing Spirituality’, which tells the  

story of  prayerful communities in      
Cumbria.   

Jeff Thomas is a retired Methodist         
Minister. After several years of teaching 
prayer courses and offering retreats and 
Spiritual Direction, he helped set up the 
Cumbria Ecumenical Spirituality Group. 

He is presently responsible for             
encouraging spiritual development and 

healing ministry in the Cumbria        
Methodist District. 

Week One: Monday 19 February 
WILDERNESS                                    

Spirituality of the Desert and the 
Temptation of Jesus; ‘Lectio 

Divina’ and Praying the Scriptures 
  

Week Two: Monday 26 February 
TRANSFIGURATION                                          

Ignatius and Imaginative Prayer 
 

Week Three: Wednesday 7 
March 

GETHSEMANE                                                   
Silence and Struggle. Christian 

Meditation and Centering Prayer 
 

Week Four: Thursday 15 March 
THE MARKET PLACE                                                      

Rhythm and rule of life. Praying as 
a community. 

 
Week Five: Friday 23 March 

THE LAST SUPPER                    
Nourishing the Soul. Prayer with 

the senses. 
 

PALM SUNDAY, 25 March at 
6.30pm 

A concluding Service of             
Celebration 

Enquiries and bookings: Andrew Knowles 01539 723478                                               
email: awaknowles1946@gmail.com  
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