Kendal United Reformed Church

 

Sunday April 5 2009, 10.30

 

Welcome, Notices & Entry of the Bible

Church Secretary

 

Gathering words
Invite the congregation to look around at each other, 

recognising one another as people on a journey, 

whose paths cross and whose lives touch one another. 

Here in this place, the common ground is what is shared in and through Jesus Christ. In his name all are welcome.

 

Call to worship
Lord Jesus Christ,
approach and enter the city of our hearts.
Lord Jesus Christ,
correct our priorities and still the clamour.
Lord Jesus Christ,
Find your home in us, and give us peace.

Amen.
 

Hymn:
RS: 103: Praise to the holiest in the heights

 

Prayers 

Almighty God, out of Ur of the Chaldees,
out of Egypt, out of Nazareth, 
you have called your people and your Son.
Their journeys have prepared the path 

through the wilderness for you.
As you called then, call us now. 

Lord Jesus Christ, in response to God's prompting
you called disciples to help you
and you went about helping men and women find themselves.
As you called then, call us now.
Holy Spirit of God,
you called the Church into being.
You inspired the frightened and fearful.
You enabled and established the kingdom.
As you called then, call us now.


Amen.

 

Call us, good Lord,
to be honest with ourselves and with you,
to recognise our failure to respond to your call,
to admit our desire to listen to other voices,
to acknowledge our unwillingness to step out of the crowd
and our discomfort in being known as Christ's. 

Call us, good Lord,
to hear your words of understanding and forgiveness,
to recognise your voice 

amidst the many seeking our attention,
to take up our cross with joyful hearts
and to stand proud as Jesus' disciples.

Call us, good Lord,
as children in the school of life,
and teach us, as men and women carrying responsibility,
and support us, as people facing the transitions of life, 
and comfort us;
for we are your people and you are our God.
Amen.
 

Family Time

 

Hymn:
RS: 522: From heaven you came helpless babe

 

Offering

 

Church Family News, Birthdays, Welcome to Visitors

 

Prayer for Church Family

Lord, we thank you for our time together here today

As members of your family, young and old.

As we leave each other for a time to learn more about you

In Sunday Club and in church,

We pray that we may listen to your word to us,

Learn more about your way for us,

And come to love you more and more.

Amen.

May you listen, learn and love God more
 

Young people leave for own worship time: ‘The Lord be with you’
 

Hymn:
RS: 192: Thou dids’t leave thy throne

 

Bible Reading(s):
Philippians 2:5-11

Jackie Harkison





Mark 11:1-11


Janet Maclean

 

Quiet time for Reflection
 

Sermon:

Do not be afraid

 

Jesus freely chose to enter Jerusalem, the heart of His opponents’ power. And what’s more He then chose to challenge them not just in the city but in the Temple courts itself. Having entered the city, gone to the Temple and thrown down the gauntlet, He withdrew and went to the village of Bethany just a few miles away over the Mount of Olives.

 

This week is one of the most climatic weeks recorded in the Bible—indeed it is perhaps the only full week recorded in the Bible apart from the creation story. In thinking about Jesus’ actions on that first Palm Sunday, I want us to look for a short time at Jesus the man. I’d like you for a few moments to imagine yourself in Jesus’ shoes as he made His way to Jerusalem from Bethany ... For myself, I think it would be humbling and penitential experience. An experience which can draw each one of us closer to God. It is a journey which leaves us facing a number of challenges

 

The first of those challenges we might struggle with is fear. Few of us face such a challenge without the experience of sheer naked fear. For Jesus that personal fear must have been accompanied by the fear that His friends, the disciples, would desert Him. And that the vision would be lost. But despite that fear, Jesus responded with a display of courage—he entered Jerusalem, challenged the authorities not just on Palm Sunday but on each succeeding day until He was arrested, brought to trial and executed. Another challenge in itself—for sustaining courage is incredibly difficult.

 

Easter challenges the church to be to the world what Jesus was for the world. We need the same vision Jesus had. We need to acknowledge and walk with our fear. And we need to do so with courage. The easiest thing we can say to someone who is afraid is ‘Don’t be afraid’. Its is much more difficult to say ‘Have courage!’

 

The second challenge the passage tells us of is Jesus planning. He put in place a number of support mechanisms which would help Him step through the events of Holy Week. He—we assume—pre-planned the availability of the donkey and had briefed the owner. He seemed to have known what the impact of His entry into Jerusalem would be. And probably thought he would be arrested immediately for overthrowing the tables in the Temple.

 

If we as a church are to follow His example and lead, we need to choose our challenges. Challenges which we need to prepare for and to execute. No doubt there will be repercussions and we need to be brave enough to face up to them.

 

The third challenge for us to consider from this passage, is Jesus’ daily return to Bethany to spend the night. Each day Jesus travelled to Jerusalem to once more through down the gauntlet of challenge to the powers that be. And each evening he returned to a welcoming home where he could be Himself.

 

There are real issues today about the place of the home in our lives. Even although Bethany wasn’t Jesus’ own home but that of friends, it was a place where He could gather human strength. What are our homes, places of refuge where we can rest and recharge our batteries Or are they just a shell where we sleep?

 

When we think of Easter like this, we can see it takes on an inevitable but thoroughly prepared aspect. However, we need to remember that the events of Holy Week within the context of Jesus’ faith and journey with God. The power of God, the love of God, did not make the avoidance of the issues possible for Jesus. Neither will they do so for us.. The power and the love of God will, however, support us as we continue on our journey of faith and in the building of the Kingdom.

 

Last week we took time to look at the prophecy of the New Covenant as it was revealed to Jeremiah and how difficult Jeremiah anticipated it would be for the Children of Israel in exile. Today we see that the fulfilling of that prophecy was just as difficult for Jesus. We need to ensure that we don’t treat them both too lightly.

 

Let us pray ...

 

The donkey's coat bears a cross marked on its back.
We bear a cross marked in baptism.
A donkey carried Jesus secretly to Bethlehem for his birth,
and publicly to Jerusalem where he would die.
We carry Jesus with us wherever we go,
and sometimes proclaim him publicly.

Lord, help us not to be afraid to be named as your followers,
help us to be faithful as we carry your cross 

and witness to your love,
and bring us at last to the joy of the fullness of life
which you have always wanted for your people.
Amen.
 

 

Anthem

Jesu Word of God 
(E. Elgar)

Choir
 

Prayers of Intercession

Almighty and everlasting God
we pause to reflect on your faithfulness with gratitude.
For, in recognising your goodness to us, 

we are enabled to pray for others.
Your creative power has given to us the gift of life.
Your loving commitment has given to us the meaning of life.
Your eternal dimension has given to us our hope in life.
All that we have and all that we are is rooted in you.

This morning we pray for the rootless in our society.
Those who know nothing of parents, or parental love and security,
the many who have no person to love
or place to call their own.
Lord, hear our prayer.
This morning we pray for those who live in cities:
those who approached for the first time with eager anticipation,
those who enter seeking anonymity or refuge;
the many who look at shops windows 

showing goods they cannot afford
and those who can easily afford them.
Lord, hear our prayer.
We pray for those who make their living in the city:
those elected to positions of civic leadership,
all who pay their council tax,
and those with the responsibility of spending it;
for the complex structures
and oft times tangled web of relationships.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Lord Jesus Christ,
you entered the city of Jerusalem
in all its rich diversity
to celebrate the glory of God,
to conquer by love the forces which demean humankind.
Enter this day the cities of our land, through your Church.
Enter this day the cities of our heart, through your Spirit.
Grant us the grace to pay the price of love,
so shall lives be transformed
and your kingdom built.

Hear our prayers, and by your power
transform all life. For Jesus sake.


Amen.
 

Invitation to Communion

 

Hymn:
RS: 209: Ride on, ride on in majesty

 

Celebration of Communion

 

Hymn:
RS:208:All glory laud and honour

 

Blessing/Grace
May the God of each experience keep you,
the Christ of each step uphold you,
the Spirit of each day's dawn and dusk protect you.
And may the Lord of all life draw you to himself.
Amen. 

 

 

