Kendal United Reformed Church

 

Sunday June 28 2009, 10.30

 

Welcome, Notices & Entry of the Bible

Church Secretary

 

Call to Worship 

 

Hymn:
RS: 585: Our God stand like a fortress rock

 

Prayers 

 

Family Time

 

Hymn:
RS: 638: Thy Kingdom come O Lord

 

Offering

 

Church Family News, Birthdays, Welcome to Visitors

 

Prayer for Church Family

Lord, we thank you for our time together here today

As members of your family, young and old.

As we leave each other for a time to learn more about you

In Sunday Club and in church,

We pray that we may listen to your word to us,

Learn more about your way for us,

And come to love you more and more.

Amen.

May you listen, learn and love God more
 

Young people leave for own worship time: ‘The Lord be with you’
 

Hymn:
RS: 654: We turn to you O God

 

Bible Reading(s):
Micah 4:1-5


Anne Thompson





John 14:1-14 & 27

Duncan MacFarlane

 

Quiet time for Reflection
 

Sermon:



The Legacy of Calvin—Violence and destruction in times of war
 

When I planned what I was going to preach on this weekend, i had no idea that yesterday had been designated “Armed Forces Day” and that special flags for the occasion would be flown from public buildings. So although we will be looking at what Calvin had to say on the subject of war and armed conflict, I’d like to make it clear that I’m not criticising our armed forces nor suggesting that we should not support them.

 

From our readings this morning it is clear that God wants His people to live together in unity and in peace—Micah prophesized that swords would be turned be turned from something of destruction to ploughshares—items of construction. And in the gospel, we find Jesus saying “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.”

 

For Calvin, war was an aberration. True, there is some biblical evidence of wars endorsed by God. This is especially so in the Old Testament—for example, the Israelites moving into Canaan was what might be described today as ethnic cleansing. And even in the New Testament—we find these words of Jesus Himself, “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; and one's foes will be members of one's own household.” Not a such a promotion of war but an indication that divisions and conflict will be there because of Him.

 

There is, however, also some evidence that Calvin didn’t reject military service for the defence of the nation. But he was very aware of the senselessness of the wars conducted during his own lifetime. For Calvin such wars were the result  not of God’s will but of human initiative. Such wars led to intolerable bloodshed and suffering—sound familiar?

 

In particular, Calvin clearly rejected war as a means of serving the gospel. He insisted that the Huguenots—the French Protestants should not respond to the persecution they faced with violence of their own. Rather he said they should accept persecution as a test of their faith. 

 

I’m aware that there is little call today to sing such hymns as ‘Onward Christian Soldiers’ or ‘Soldiers of Christ arise’  - they are often seen as being too militaristic. But I’m sure that Calvin would have been able to sing them. For him persecutions are the true battles that Christians face. It is in such circumstances that we shall fight and have a victory

 

For Calvin, Christians have no recourse to armed conflict. For him it was enough to remind his congregation that the armament we are given is from on high. We are to find our whole refuge in Him who has given us this good service and has done us the honour of keeping watch over us ... because gaining the day by force is not lawful.

 

Wars and armed conflict are bound to cause destruction and desolation—more so today than in Calvin’s day. For Calvin, every effort should be made to avoid war, which should only ever be envisaged as a last resort. And even then Calvin pleads for restraint—destruction and damage inflicted upon the enemy must be kept to a minimum—possibly the exact opposite of what actually happens today. It seems that the first thing that happens in a war today is the destruction of the enemy’s infrastructure—roads, bridges, dams, power stations.

 

As a result the world in which we live—fragile enough as it is—becomes even more vulnerable. Faced with the destruction of life and environment that wars bring, nations need to develop a new approach to conflicts and conflict solution. Appeals to exercise restraint have deep Biblical roots. The Psalmist urges us not only to seek peace but to pursue it. And even during the occupation of Canaan by the Israelites, there was environmental concern—Israel is summoned not ‘to wage war against trees’. In addition to these Biblical texts there are similar values in the Koran.

 

These values have been largely forgotten in the course of the centuries. John Calvin belongs to the few voices insisting on their relevance for his own time and perhaps even our own. Let us follow God’s word to resist war, seek peace and pursue it—and where war has broken out keep the sanctity of life and the future of this planet, God’s gift of creation, in mind.

 

Let us pray .... 

 

Hymn:
RS: 620: For the healing of the nations
(T: Rhuddlan)

 

Prayers of Intercession

 

Hymn:
God is our strength and refuge

 

Blessing/Grace
 

 

 

