Kendal United Reformed Church

 

Sunday July 26 2009, 10.30

 

Welcome, Notices & Entry of the Bible

Church Secretary

 

Call to Worship 

 

Hymn:
RS: 104: Praise my soul the king of heaven

 

Prayers 

 

Family Time

 

Hymn:
I the Lord of sea and sky

 

Offering

 

Church Family News, Birthdays, Welcome to Visitors

 

Prayer for Church Family

Lord, we thank you for our time together here today

As members of your family, young and old.

As we leave each other for a time to learn more about you

In Sunday Club and in church,

We pray that we may listen to your word to us,

Learn more about your way for us,

And come to love you more and more.

Amen.

May you listen, learn and love God more
 

Young people leave for own worship time: ‘The Lord be with you’
 

Hymn:
RS: 480: the Church is like a table

 

Bible Reading(s):
Psalm 67



Alan Oliver





Luke 14:15-24


Neil Wilson

 

Quiet time for Reflection
 

Sermon:

The Great Supper
 

Our gospel reading this morning is the third parable about dinner. The passage is similar in its basic form to the account of the king’s feast in Matthew. It is from a comparison of the details that’s Luke’s purpose can be discerned.

 

In Matthew the story is of a marriage feast for the king’s son. This is obviously symbolic. From the prophets through the ages there had been a long period of looking forward to the wedding feast at the end of time. The time when there would be a celebration of the marriage between God and Israel. A celebration which would have all the joy and feasting we associate with weddings between humans today.

 

In Matthew’s gospel it is the wedding feast of the king’s son—a clear allusion to Jesus. In this account the invited guests are the Jews—who at the last moment refuse the invitation which has long been their destiny. And not only do they refuse the invitation the insult and kill the messengers—quite unnecessarily. Here the messengers represent the prophets who were traditionally maltreated.

 

The passage concludes with the king over-reacting by sending his crack troops to destroy their city. Here the allusion is to Jerusalem. But the overall meaning suits Matthew’s message. The kingdom is to be taken away from Israel and given to another nation.

 

In Luke’s account the story is only slightly but at the same time significantly different. Luke has just the one messenger—and he wasn’t a prophet. As a result there is no need for him to be maltreated or killed. The invited guest don’t just slink away to their everyday tasks. In Luke there is a series of conversations, full or urbane oriental courtesy.

 

The excuses are explicit. In being so they help us to see more clearly that it is the distractions of possession which block their acceptance of the invitation. Luke has a third blockage—a blockage which repeatedly appears as a danger in Luke—marriage itself.

 

The really significant change in the two accounts, however, is the replacement guests. In Matthew anyone will do as long as all the places are taken. Luke, however, is much more specific. Luke has two groups. First of all there are his favoured quartet—the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. So for Luke the first guests at the banquet of the kingdom are to be the underprivileged on earth—doesn’t Luke’s account of the beatitudes say, ’blessed are you who are hungry now: you shall have your fill.’

 

The second group are just as significant. This time the messenger has to go further afield. This time he has to leave the city and search in the countryside. The allusion here in Luke is that those in the city must represent the Chosen People, whilst those in the wider country represents an extension of the pressing invitation to include the gentiles.

 

So unlike Matthew where the Jews are totally replaced by a new nation, Luke insists that some of the Jews responded to the call to come to the feast and only then was the invitation extended out to the gentiles.

 

For you and me, indeed for the whole world, the message is simple. The invitation has been sent. Accept it and don’t change your mind when the feast comes closer.

 

Hymn:
Come sinners to the gospel feast

 

Prayers of Intercession

 

Hymn:
RS: 567: thy hand O God has guided

 

Blessing/Grace
 

 

 

