Kendal United Reformed Church
 

Sunday May 24 2009, 10.30
 

Welcome, Notices & Entry of the Bible Church Secretary
  

Gathering words
As the risen Jesus prepares to leave his disciples 

and to send them out into the world, he prays for their protection. We celebrate Christ's presence and protection i

n times of change and growth.

 

Call to worship
> YOU COULD ASK PEOPLE TO TURN TO FACE THE RELEVANT DIRECTION AS THESE WORDS ARE SAID.
I look to the East where the sun breaks the dawn,
Christ is there.
I look to the West where the sun slips from sight,
Christ is there.
I look to the North where the winter sun is scarce,
Christ is there.
I look to the South where the summer sun blazes warm,
Christ is there.
I look to the past where memories remind us of times gone by,
Christ is there.
I look to the future where dreams are dreamed 

and hope burns bright,
Christ is there.
I look at the faces revealed around me 

and the self buried within me,
Christ is here. 

 

Hymn: All hail the power of Jesus’ name

 

Prayers
God present in the vastness of creation.
God present in the intimacy of home.
God present in the lofty mountains.
God present in the deepest valley.
God present in the vibration of thunder.
God present in stillness of silence.
God present in urban city street.
God present in rural village lane.
God present in the unknown stranger.
God present in the life-long friend.
God present in the bitterness of grief.
God present in the bubbly celebration.
God present in the changing times.
God present in the uniqueness of this moment. 

Remain with us: 

protect us, guard us and enfold us in your loving embrace.  Amen.
 

God, forgive us when we deny your presence 

in the world you have created.
Forgive us when we deny your presence 

in those who we perceive to be different from us.
Forgive us when we deny your presence 

in those whom we know and love.
Forgive us when we prefer the safety of the familiar 

and help us to embrace the adventure of faith.


Amen. 

 

Family Time

 

Hymn: All heaven declares the glory of the risen Lord

 

Offering

 

Church Family News, Birthdays, Welcome to Visitors

Joan Smith is making progress and is now in Westmorland General, she thanks everyone for their good wishes—but is not up to hoards of visitors.; please continue to pray for Margaret Tweddle, Marnie Scales, Catherine Bowler, Bruce & Moira Devline.

 

 

Prayer for Church Family
Lord, we thank you for our time together here today

As members of your family, young and old.

As we leave each other for a time to learn more about you

In Sunday Club and in church,

We pray that we may listen to your word to us,

Learn more about your way for us,

And come to love you more and more. Amen.
May you listen, learn and love God more
 

Young people leave for own worship time: ‘The Lord be with you’
 

Hymn: Jesus is king and I will extol Him

 

Bible Reading(s): 
Psalm 1


Ian & Gillian





John 17:6-19

Cochrane

 

Quiet time for Reflection

 

Sermon: 
Christ around us

 

Over the last three weeks we have explored the legacy that Jesus left with His disciples. Through the story of the Good Shepherd, He indicated we should have good leadership. Through the story of the vine, He indicated that we should have a nurturing community. And through His words that we should love one another we should do so in joy. In our gospel reading this morning, Jesus is praying for those He knows He will have to leave behind. His prayer is for their protection, almost encircling them with His presence.

 

God’s protection is threefold. It is past as we have God’s presence through the law and the prophets—our Psalm this morning tells us that those who delight in the law are like trees yielding fruit unlike chaff that the wind scatters. It is present through the literal presence of Jesus guiding them through the valley of the shadow of death. And it is future in the prayer for protection that Jesus offers for His disciples.

 

We do use protective prayers from time to time—seeking God’s protection on ourselves and those we love. But sometimes they are seen as being defensive or even superstitious. In Celtic Christianity they used what are called caim or lorica prayers. St Patrick’s Breastplate (no 36 in Rejoice and Sing) is just such a prayer. Those types of prayer often use language of keeping evil at bay. In some strands of Christianity today—even within our own denomination—they use deliverance prayers to drive out evil. But protective prayers could simply be seen and understood as filling a place—even the whole world—with prayer and the peace of Christ’s presence.

 

Jesus’ protection is for each one of us individually, but it also has a communal dimension. Even here in Jesus prayer, although he is not named, Judas’ casts a shadow almost as someone who has been greatly vilified, but he is fundamental to our story. Without him our story would be incomplete. The darkness that Judas brings to Jesus’ life only serves to sharpen the light that Jesus brings to the world. In the Acts of the Apostles, Peter acknowledged the place Judas has filled in the ministry of the gospel. Judas was one of the community. Sadly he succumbed to the temptation each one of us regularly prays not to be led into. But he was not an external threat.

 

Can we as a community be too protective? Violence is seen as something which is out there. It is something which couldn’t happen right here, could it? The story of Judas shows us that it could. Much of the violence in our society takes place in the home. And as we have seen from the news coming out of Ireland just this week, it can take place in the church and in religious communities too. Violence perpetrated by the very people we love and trust.

 

Jesus’ prayer for His disciples is not about wrapping them up in a cosy, protective cocoon. It is a prayer for protection, precisely because they are being sent out to live the gospel in the world around them. His encircling prayer is a kind of map by which to navigate. We are reminded of some of the Celtic saints, such at Brendan the Navigator who set out in a boat protected only by faith in his Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

 

Let us pray …

 

Hymn: Alleluia! Sing to Jesus

 

Prayers of Intercession
 A time of silent prayer
preceded and/or followed by songs / hymns inviting the Holy Spirit and praying for the gifts and fruit of the Holy Spirit…
Prayers – Jesus prays for his disciples and for all believers
Too often our prayers are only one-way, forgetting the role that Jesus has in praying for us, God's children. The following is a dialogue of Jesus' words from John 17 and our own prayers of response, with plenty of space for quietness before and after. It requires at least two different voices to lead it.
Jesus' prayer            
Jesus looked toward heaven and prayed:
Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you.

Our prayers
Father, may you be glorified
in our worship, in our fellowship
in faithful lives and obedient hearts.

Jesus' prayer
I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world
They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word.
Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you.

Our prayers
Father, we pray for your children
of every race, language and nation
the hungry, the war-weary,
the neglected, the rootless.
Help us to see them as you look upon them.

Jesus' prayer
My prayer is not that you take them out of the world
but that you protect them from the evil one.
They are not of the world, even as I am not of it.
Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.

Our prayers
Father we pray for ourselves and for one another
tempted as we are to fall away from you
in our disobedience or lack of faith
and we lift to you those who feel assailed by the evil one
in sickness of body, mind, spirit…

Jesus' prayer
As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world.
For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.

Our prayers
Renew your church and make us holy;
a temple for your Holy Spirit,
that by our worship, our fellowship
and through faithful lives and obedient hearts
all your children may be drawn to you.

Jesus' prayer
My prayer is not for them alone.
I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message,
that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you.
May they be brought to complete unity that the world may know
that you sent me and love them even as you have loved me.
Amen.
A moment of silence
 

Hymn: Lord enthroned in heavenly splendour

 

Blessing/Grace

The blessing of the God present from the dawning of creation
be with us.
The blessing of the Son 

who encircles us in the protection of his presence
be with us.
And the blessing of the Spirit 

who invites us to new adventures in faith
be with us yesterday, today and forever.


Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

