Kendal United Reformed Church

 

Sunday June 7 2009, 10.30

 

Welcome, Notices & Entry of the Bible

Church Secretary

 

Call to Worship 

 

Hymn:
RS: 559 (+22): Blessed city heavenly Salem

 

Prayers 

 

Family Time

 

Hymn:
RS: 30: Father we love you

 

Offering

 

Church Family News, Birthdays, Welcome to Visitors

 

Prayer for Church Family

Lord, we thank you for our time together here today

As members of your family, young and old.

As we leave each other for a time to learn more about you

In Sunday Club and in church,

We pray that we may listen to your word to us,

Learn more about your way for us,

And come to love you more and more.

Amen.

May you listen, learn and love God more
 

Young people leave for own worship time: ‘The Lord be with you’
 

Hymn:
RS: 79: This day God gives me

Tune: RS: 45 

 

Bible Reading(s):
1 Corinthians 12:12-27
Janet MacLean




John 17:20-26

Kathy Webster

 

Quiet time for Reflection
 

Anthem

God be in my head (Rutter)

Choir

 

Sermon:

The Legacy of Calvin—The unity of the Church
 

This coming Wednesday is the 500th anniversary of the birth of Jean Cauvin or as we in the English speaking world call him John Calvin. Calvin is one of the great Reformers—one of the band of men who saw a need for the church to be reformed. As a result he is one of those responsible for division within the church. But at the same time for him the church and its unity was a central concern.

 

In Calvin’s eyes, it is essential for all believers in Christ to be part of the church and to contribute to its life. Very much what the Apostle Paul was writing about in his letter to the church in Corinth when he wrote about the church being made up of many parts but making the one body. 

 

For Calvin (in his commentary on Paul’s letter to the Ephesians), the church cannot be divided. Each time we read the word ‘one’, we are reminded that it is used emphatically. Christ cannot be divided. Faith cannot be rent. There is only the one baptism. God cannot be torn into different parts—that’s an important thing for us to hear on this Trinity Sunday. 

 

He writes that church unity is something we should cherish for we are bound together by so many ties. Our faith and baptism, God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit unite us as if we were one human being.

 

In his commentary on the gospel of John, Calvin reminds us that there is but one fold and one shepherd. That is, that all the children of God may be gathered and united into one body. We must acknowledge that there is one holy universal church—one body with one head. There is one God, one faith one baptism. Therefore we ought to be one, as we are called into one hope.

 

Sadly though the flock appears to be divided into different folds—even within the Reformed tradition we are deeply divided. Reformed churches are present all over the world but in almost every country, several Reformed churches have come into existence. Within our own country—the UK—there are several Reformed Churches in addition to our own. Many brought about by disagreement over the way we do things. Just look how close the Church of Scotland came to dividing just a week or so ago over the call of a minister.

 

Around the world the different Reformed churches go back to the arrival of immigrants from different backgrounds. In the US historically there are Scots, Dutch and German Reformed churches, and more recently Hungarian, Korean and Chinese. Although they all share the same Reformed tradition, they are often not able, even in second and third generations to come together as one Reformed church.

 

In our gospel reading this morning, we heard Jesus praying that His people may be one. Calvin in his commentary on this passage writes, Jesus again lays down the end of our happiness as consisting of unity and justly. For the ruin of the human race is, that, having been alienated from God, it is also broken and scattered in itself. The restoration of it, therefore, on the contrary, consists in its being properly united in one body, and Paul declares the perfection of the Church to consist in believers being joined together in one spirit. 

 

Jesus prayed that we might be one, just as He and the Father are one. When our United Reformed Church came into being in 1972, followed by further unions in 1981 and 2000, the vision was for continued unions to follow that we might fulfil Jesus prayer that we might be one. We are still a long way from being that. I sometimes wonder if we are truly united—certainly we think in different ways and we work in different ways.

 

Prayers of Intercession

 

Invitation to Communion

 

Hymn:
RS: 635: Put peace into each other’s hands

 

Celebration of Communion

 

Hymn:
RS: 567: Thy hand O God has guided

 

Blessing/Grace
 

 

 

