Kendal United Reformed Church

 

Sunday May 10 2009, 10.30

 

Welcome, Notices & Entry of the Bible

Church Secretary

 

Today we explore Jesus' metaphor of the vine. 

The Church is the people of God, 

constantly grafting new members into an ever-growing plant 

and seeking nourishment through our rootedness 

in the life, teachings and love of Christ. 

 

Call to Worship 

God is the Creator.


We are the created.
Let us abide in the Creator.
Jesus is the Vine.


We are the branches.
Let us abide in the Vine.
The Spirit can live in us.

We can live in the Spirit.
Let us abide in the Spirit.
Our God is a Trinitarian God, abiding in relationship.
We, too, shall abide in the Trinity. 
 

Hymn:
RS: 95: God is love

 

Prayers 

Eternal God, first cause of all that is, 
we gather to worship and praise you. 
We know, from the depth of our hearts to the top of our minds, 
that everything we have, and everything we can yet become 
is rooted in your provision and care for all. 
Help us to revere you as the source of our being.
Enable us to adore you, as the beating heart of life.
Amen. 

Honest God, 
true confession forces us to look beyond the superficial, 
and so we look deeper into our souls today. 

We dig below our healing or hurting words 
and our thoughtful or thoughtless actions.
We search for that which truly motivates our words and deeds. 
We think of the people we have become 
– of our ego, our pride, our desire.

In the quietness of your nurturing presence 
reveal where we are in need of pruning. 
Cut out that which does not bud through the life of Christ 
or blossom with the love of Christ.
Weed out that which causes you, ourselves and others pain.

Nourish with living water the very roots of who we are.
In the name of the one in whom we seek to abide always, 
Christ our Lord.






Amen.
 

Family Time

 

Hymn:
Sheet: You are the vine

 

Offering

 

Church Family News, Birthdays, Welcome to Visitors

 

Prayer for Church Family

Lord, we thank you for our time together here today

As members of your family, young and old.

As we leave each other for a time to learn more about you

In Sunday Club and in church,

We pray that we may listen to your word to us,

Learn more about your way for us,

And come to love you more and more.

Amen.

May you listen, learn and love God more
 

Young people leave for own worship time: ‘The Lord be with you’
 

Hymn:
RS: 199: Jesus the Lord says

 

Bible Reading(s):
Acts 8:26-40

Philip & Jennifer 




John 15:1-8

Buckler
Quiet time for Reflection
 

Sermon:

I am the vine

 

Taken out of context biding and pruning may not initially seem to have a great deal to connect them. But as we take a little time to unpack them this morning, we discover what the link is.

 

What is biding? You will almost certainly be familiar with the phrase ‘bide his time’. This is one of the very few contemporary uses of the word ‘bide’. ‘Bide’ simply means to wait. It is an old English word which has Germanic roots. In a few parts of the country people are asked to ‘bide a while’ simply meaning stay a while.

 

If you were to type ‘bide into an internet search engine, you would find that its commonest usage is in naming small hotels and cottages. This gives the words a rather homely association which gives us a lovely picture—of being with one another, sharing company with friends. It gives us the idea of being together, not separated.

 

You see when we are separated, there is something in a relationship which is lost. That is what the translation of Jesus’ words in John 15 are trying to convey. When He says, ’Abide in me.’ He longs for us to be together; rooted in a healthy and loving relationship.

 

The theme of abiding in God and one another permeates our readings this morning. In the passage we heard from the Acts of the Apostles, the Ethiopian eunuch was drawn into the body of the wider church as Philip travelled alongside him. He was drawn into the body of the wider church as Philip stayed with Him a while, explaining the scriptures he was reading. 

 

The suggested Psalm for today is part of Psalm 22. that Psalm opens with the idea that the very source of our praise is the God we praise. Whilst the suggested letter to be read is the 1st letter of John. That letter clearly states that God abides in us and we abide in Him. And our gospel reading this morning says, ‘abide in me as I abide in you’!

 

What Jesus teaching about the vine does for us is to challenge us. He challenges us with the concept of the vine being pruned where no fruit is being produced.

 

For the most part we are too busy to bide with our Lord in an overly conscious way. The demands of family, finance, employment, recreation and so much more are what we really devote our limited reserves of energy to. Are there things in our lives which we might be able to cut away, prune or trim in order to have time to bide a while with our Lord?

 

We from time to time have negative elements in our lives—anger, bitterness, resentment—which sap our life’s energy away. Perhaps we could prune such branches from our lives. Vines aren’t things we often see in this part of the world—although I’m aware that some of you do have vines in your gardens. For vines to prosper they need to be carefully shaped and tied up. Abandoned vines produces many rambling shoots and rapidly become an untidy mess which don’t produce much fruit because they are too busy feeding parts of the plant which are fruitless.

 

The Jewish leaders and teachers clearly loved the vine metaphor because it conveyed the idea of constant care so clearly. It is important to stay with a vine caring for it if it is to be productive.

 

Of course we can abide in Jesus without consciously thinking about it all the time. Many activities derive from our connectedness with the one who made us. But Jesus spells out that the healthy vine is constantly tended. Certain amounts of pruning are imperative, cutting out unhealthy habits and connections.

 

Horticulture identifies various kinds of pruning. There s renovative pruning where dead, diseased or damaged sections of a plant are removed to make way for new life and new growth. There is also regenerative pruning where such cutting away can stimulate young buds to flourish in weaker plants. Finally there is a term known as formative pruning which is used to shape hedges, bushes and trees. All of these terms might be applied to the development of spiritual fruit bearing.

 

Let us pray ...

Dear Lord, 
the branches of my faith have become lifeless
and the fruits of hope and joy and peace have withered,
leaving me as desperate as a leafless tree in the midst of summer,
standing out, passed by, infertile.

Lord, do not discard me,
do not burn me in the flames of all that has died within me.
but prune me with your gentle, but firm hands.
Reconnect me to your vine,
breathe in me the life of your abundant richness,
that I may feel again, care again, love again,
and reach out towards the sun again
and bear fruits to your glory.




Amen.
 

Hymn:
RS: 503: It is a thing most wonderful

 

Prayers of Intercession

My Father is glorified in this, 

that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.
Father, we thank you for this community and our friends,
help us to work together
so that all flourish together and your name is made known.
Lord, you are vine,


and we are the branches.
We pray for all who support others:
the leaders of nations and communities,
those who care and those who educate,
those who serve and those who construct,
those farm and trade.
Lord, you are vine,


and we are the branches.
We pray for those who may feel like the pruned branches:
those who feel unwanted and unloved,
those who feel themselves to be a burden,
those who feel friendless and marginalised,
bullied, targeted or left out.
Lord, you are vine,


and we are the branches.
We pray for new shoots,
released into life through the pruning of old branches:
for babies and children,
for those moving to new lives and new ventures,
those passing on from the journey of this life to new life eternal.
Lord, you are vine,


and we are the branches.
Hear our prayer, draw near and help us.


Amen.
 

Hymn:
RS: 578: Lord of light

 

Blessing/Grace
God abides in us and we abide in God. 
So, as we go forth from this place 
may our God of goodness and nurture, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
stay with us, as we stay with him 
now and always.





Amen.
 

 

 

